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| To the 
RIGHT REVEREND 
FATHER in GOD, 
AND 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


HENRY 
Loxyd Brsmoe 
LONDON, 


One of His Majeſties moſt Honour- 


able Privy-Council, exc. 

ro eAMayitpleaſe your Lordi, 

: "TT Here is none to whom I 
owe account of my ſelf 
and Studies, more-than to 


A 3 your | 


- 


” 
—_———— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
your Lordſhip as my Dioce- 


ſay. None to whom | more 


readily ſubmit this Eflay, 


which endeavours todoRight 
to the Church. of England, 
whoſe Honour and: Security 
is ſo great a part of your 
Lordſvips care, as to challenge 
the acknowledgment of all 
Pens. The Moderation of 
our Church (which ought to 
be eſteem'd her Glory) in re- 
ng no farther from the 


Church of Rome, than ſhe has 


| 


” OI OT. et. 


receded from Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity,is objeRed as a Crime, | 


by the eager men of the ſepa- | 


ration. 
Qur Firſt Reformers were 


Wit: | 


; 


7 


| 


+. . Mn Afi Mr nn eg 


= 


= \®; 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Wiſe men, and (Thanks be 
to God) fo are their Succeſ- 
ſors too. Their Wiſdom in 
the firſt compiling , and late 
Review of our Liturgy, has 
dire&ed them to keep the mean 
between the T wo Extreams, of 
too much ſtiffneſs in refuſing, 
and too much eaſineſs in admit- 
ting variations. Yo by the 
good Providence of Gad, 
have we been deliver'd from 
the ſuperſtitions of the Romiſh 
Church; and ſo have we been 
preſerved from a ſuperſtitious 
avoiding Joper ition. 

As the Kingdom of Eng- 
land is famous for being the 
Balance of Exrope ; ſo the 

A 4 OFvch 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
Church of England, for being, 
4 regular Reformation, 
well fix'd in a dae diſtance 
betweet the ſuperſtitions addi- 
tions. of the Chierch of Rome, 
where Sxpremacy, Infallibrlity, 
and the Inquiſrtion compel 
men to ſwallow Camels, and 
the ſuperſtitions Abſtinences of 
thoſe who ſtrain at Gnats, 
and either will not Under- 
ſtand the notion -of a thing 
Indifferent, or will not rightly 
infer from it. | 
To evince this, is the De- 
fign of the following Tra&, 
which in all humility I offer | 
to your Lordſhips Patronage, * 
being _ thereto embolden'd, | 
by | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| by the Experience I have 
had of your Lordſhips Can- 
dor and Favour, which 
how much the lels I have me- 
rited, I ought the more to ac- 
knowledge. 

God Almighty preſerve 
your Lordſhip to a long Pre- 
dency in this Church : and 
bleſs the joint labours and 
cares of the Right Reverend 
my Lords the Biſhops, to ſuch 

an happy Repair of our 
| Breaches; that neither the 
Wild-Boar , nor the Foxes, 
may ſpoil our Vineyard : 
to be fuch a defence upon 
the Glory of this Church, that 


neither 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
neither the Romaniſt nor Se- 
paratift , may ſtain or darken 
it. So prayeth, 


Tour Lordſhips 
in all Humility 
and Obedience, 


| 


1 
W. SugLron. | 
, \ 
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The Snrplice, and Keeling, and the 
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tion. But it blaſphemes Dignties ſo to 
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parts of Gods worſhip. Pius IV. Creed 
;mpos d upon all Biſhops, makes all the 
Dotrmes of Trent neceſſary to ſalva- 
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perſtirious. P- 144 
SECT. XX. 


Secondly, They aſcribe an efficacious ſan- 


fity to their ( eremonies. They worſhip 
the (7oſs with Lara, and affirm that 
a 3 it 


The Contents. 


it ſcares away the Devil, drives away 
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icious fearfulneſs of which Lord 
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was that of the Jews who would not 
defend themſelves on the Sabbath day. 
Of the Souldiers im Stetigrade. The 
N. C*. have reaſon to examine whether 
their Abſtinence be not ſuch. 'To ab- 


ſtain from that which is lawful, as be- 


leving it Unlawful, this undue opinion 


of Religious Matters is ſuperſtitious. 


The Concluſion. P. 171 
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fignif þ- 149+ . 13. for reſt 7. reſts; the leſſer 
faults are left ro the ingenuity of the Reader to corre or 


pardon. 


Here is lately publiſhed the 
ſeventh Edition of a Body 

of Divinity, &c. By the moſt Re- 
verend Father in God, James Uſher, 
late Arch-Biſhop of Armagh, to 
| -which is added his Life , containing 
many remarkable paſlages never be- 
fore Extant. Sold by Jonathan Robin- 
fon, at the Golden-Lyon in St. Paul's 
Church-Yard. "3 18 
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DISCOURSE 


Superſtition 


PresenT Tiwes, &c. 


HE prejudices and diſaffecti- Set: 1. 
ons which have alienated fo 
many from the Communion of the 


Church of England, owe themſelves 


j to no Original more; than to an 


Opinion raken up,that ſome Uſages 
in our Church are Superſtitions ; An 

| Opinion ſtrongly concluded ; bur 
upon weak grounds, and by a Pro- 

j cels very illogical. For when the 
B Advet- 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Adyerſaries of our Order and Peace, 
have amply repreſented, how jea- 
lous God js of his Honour, how {e- 
| verelyhe hath threatned the breach- | 
es of the ſecond Commandment, | 
and how ſorely he hath puniſhed | 
the Idolatry of the Jews; in the ap- | 
plication of thele things to. our | 
Times, Superſtition and Idolatry are | 
frequently join'd, as equally forbid- } 

den in = Commandment; and | 
without more proof the Church of 
England is ſuppoled guilty of Super- | 
 fſiition, and good people are exhor- 
ted to come out of her, upon pain 
of partaking of thoſe Plagues which 
 Idolaters have reaſon to fear. 
From the times of Queen Elizas |: 

beth down to our days, Superſtition + 

hath been laid ro our Charge. M*! 

Eccefuſiic. Flooker acknowledges and reſents it..; 
5 $4 Soit is judged our Prayers, our Sacrazh) , 
ments, our Faſts, our times and places of”: 


publick meeting together for wi 


The Church of Enig. Vmdicated, &c. 7 
and Service of God, our Marriages, our 
Burials, our Funftions, Bleftions , and 
8 Ordinations Eceleſtaſtical, almoſt what- 
" |} ſorver we do inthe exerciſe of our Reli- 
» 4} gion, according to Laws for that piwpoſe 
8-1 eſtabliſhed, all things are ſome way of 
J- other thought faulty , all things ſtained 
W | with Superſtition. | | 
Ee | One of the Treatiſes that were 
d- } ſent abroad (as it were to give new 
id F light roa new World) 1660: under 
of ® the name of M* William Bradſhaw, 
rY- | is about things bidifferent, where he 
r- | thus ſpeaks in the Marginal Notes: Mw 
un & The Doftors of Oxford ask, what hurt of things 
ch cand wiſe Man ſee m a ſquare Cap and 4 > 4g 
* Surplice ? Indeed there is no outward hurt 
24%) orevil in it, but it muſt be confideret, 
on whether there be not any inward burt 
M*'” therem; for if it can be proved, that by 
t.'; themthe Souls of many are poiſoned with 
faperſtitious conceits, thert it is apparent 
| that they have mnward hurt in them: 
p! This is but a ſuppoſition, but it fol- 
B 2 lows 
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Canon 6. 
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lows dogmartically , The Ceremonies 
v2 Controverſy have been and are, the ſþe- 
cial means and occaſion of the Schiſm of 
many Hundred Browniſts, of much Su- 
perſtition mn many T houſand Tgnorant 
Proteſtants, and of Confirmation of many 
Infiites of wilful Papiſts in their Tdola- 
try. He concludes + 

T he Ceremonies in Controverſy are either 
excellent parts of our Religion (which 
he not yielding muſt believe the 
other part of the DisjunCtion) or no- 
torious parts of Superſtition. 

This is the dirt that was caſt up- 
on the Church of Fngland, in the be- 
ginning of King James his Reign, 


e Treatiſe thus : | 


that he might. be out of love with | 
her. A reproach of which the Con» * 


vocation of 1603. was fo ſenſible 
(for though that Treatiſe came firſt 
our, a little after the Convocation, 
yet the ſuſpicion was rife before) 
that they paſs this Canon among 


others: Whoſoever ſhall bereafter af+ | 
fir mM, 


« og %l.s 
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firm, i": Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church of England, by Law eſtas 
bliſhed,are wicked, Antichriſtian orSuper- 
ſtitious, &xc. Let him be Excommunica« 
ted, &c. "This Canon did not re- 
ſtrain the petulancy of Cenſforious 
men, for belides Mr. Bradſhaws con- 
hdence ; in the defence that D* Bur- 
ges makes for Biſhop Morton, it ap- Eue<.4r 
pears, that the N. C* of thoſe « chup.4 
times did thus argue. The Ceremonies CY 
of the Church of England have been 
and ſtill are abuſed to Idolatry and Su- 
peritition by the Papiſts. And that we '& ib. $4 
cannot be thought ſmcerely to have. repen- 
ted of that Tdolatry and Superſtition, ex- 


* cept we caſt away with deteſtation all the 


Inſtruments of it. Once more, they | 
t4 uStinm ic 1d: ib. 
lay, That a ſuperſtitious conſtruftion is = > 


| made of -our Croſs, not only by the Pa- 
re) , piſts, but by our oun Canons and Canoni- 
FI cal Impoſers of it. . 


+ Theſe.Jealonſies did but fly in 
the dark during King /Fames his 
B 3 Reign, 


6 A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Reign, but ſoon after Charles the 
|| Firſt came to the Throne, he recei- 
| ved divers Complaints of this na- | 
Puſorhture ; The Parlanent, Amo 1628, 
Colleen complains of. Idolatry and Superſti- 
P52 tion as ſome of thoſe heinous and cry- | 
ing ſms, which were the undoubted Cauſe | 
thoſe evils that were fallen upon them. 
_ i. p. The Remonſtrance which the Com- 
mons of the lame Parkawent made 
apainſt the then Duke of Buckingham, 
| paproſic their fears cancerning hmy- 
vation of Religion. A while after Mr. | 
\ Rouſe makes a Speech concermung, Þ 
Religion, wherein he deſires it may # 
be conſidered, what new paintings'are © 
laid on-the old face of the Whore of Baby- © 
© ae ton: How the See of Rome dues eat | 
i ' into aur Religion, and fret into the banks | 
| | and walls of 1 it: for a game of which, ? 
[1 he propounds the expedient of a 
Covenant, to bold faſt God and Religion, 
to which f he would bave every _ 
man ſay Argen, This man does not © 


ic ; 
* K 
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(it is true) ſpeak of Superſtition, but 
he is underſtood to mean it,by ano- 
ther Orator of the ſame Houſe (Mr. 
Pym) who complains that the Law ib p.547- 
Was violated in bringing m \uperſtiti- 
ous Ceremonies. After whom, ano- 
ther in the ſame Seſſion (Sir John 
Eliott) apprehends a fear of ſome * p-45, 
Biſhops then in place , that if they 
ſhould be in their power , they 
might be in danger of having Reli- 
gion overthrown, becauſe ſome of them 
were Maſters of Ceremonies, and laboured 
to introduce newCeremontes into theChurch, 
After thoſe eager Debates, the 

motion for a Covenant ſlept for ſome 

ears, but was renewed again in 
the Unhappy Times of the Fatal 
Parliament. In the times when it 
was -2 great part of the Impeach- 
ment againſt the Great Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury, that he had traiterouſly Artic. of 
endeavoured to alter and ſubyert Gods 1.10. 
true Religion by law eſtabliſhed in this 
B 4 Realm, 


g 


. A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Reabn, and inſtead thereof to ſet up Po- 
piſh ſuperſtition and HMolatry , and 
that he traiterauſly endeavoured to recon= 
cile the Church of England with the 
Church of Rome. In theſe times it 
was that Mr. Rouſe's motion ripen'd 
up to a Solemn League and Covenant, 
wherein they obliged themſelves to 
endeavour : + Extirpation of Pope- 
ry, Prelacy , and Superſtition. By 
which words the Covenanters (as 
ſome of them have ſince declar'd 


believe themlſelyes obliged againft 
Conformity ; for, this reaſon th 

give in a Book they call a Sober ak 
Temperate Diſcourſe concerning the Inter - 
eſt of words m Prayer, &c. in which 
the Title of one of their Chapters 


; is : The Mmiſters Third Reaſon, viz. 


why they do not meddle with the Common 
Prayer (as are the words of the 
Chapter)- #5, becauſe they have ſworn to 
endeavour. a reformation in worſhip, and 
fo endeavour to extirpate Safin, 
Nothing 
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Nothing now can be more evi- 


dent, than that. both of old, and in 
our times Superſtition is objected to 
us. It does nat come in my way to 
condemn, nor da [ take upon me 
to pooy the practiſes of all particu- 
lar perſons ; I concern my lelf only 
in the legal Eſtabliſhments of our 
Church, and they would little need 
2 vindication , if men would take 
the pains to enquire into the nature 
of Superſtition ; for they would ſoon 
find the Innocence of our Rites 
would defend themlelyes from this 
{uſpicion. Bur it is our Unhappineſs 


| that we have to deal with men who 


_ MR» IR, 


. +250” EV: "wor a0 


take things upon truſt, who are not 
ealily undeceived, becaule they will 
maintain a Concluſion, before they 
have examined the premiſes : ob- 
ſerving AAA to be a word that 
ſignifies ſomewhat bad , they con- 
demn us without a Tryal, and be- 
fore they know what it means, 

| conclude 


10 


' ceed to enquire, what is this Super- 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 

conclude us guilty of Superſtition, 

T have waited ſome while m ex- 
peRation , that ſome abler Pen 
would engage in this Argument, 
bur not finding that of late days, the 
Nature of Superſtition has been parti- 
cularly and fully diſcovered or de- 
ſcribed, Ihave now undertaken the 
task, in which becauſe I defire to be 
underftood , I labour for no other 
ornament of ſtile than perſpicuity : 
And without farther Preface I pro- 


ſtition with which the Church of Eng- 
land is ſo much upbraided: 

There is ng Precept in the Holy 
Scripture that forbids Superſtition by 
that name, nor doesany ſacred Au- 
thor mention it , except St. Luke | 
in two places to be conſidered in | 
due time, when I examine how the 
word is uſed in other Authors ; For | 
by this Method, I conceive, I ſhall | 
belt accompliſh my deſign, if 7 
Firſt, þ 
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* Firſt, I enquire into the ule of the 
Word. And ſecondly, into the na- 
we of therhing ſignified by fach a 
Word. ny 
_ » 1, AraRpwriz (by which theGreeks Seft. 2, 

exprelsd that which we now com- 
monly call Superſtition) ſignifies meſt 
licerally a ſervice perform'd ts God 
or to a Dxmon, rather out of fear 
than love; An over-timerous and . 
dreadful apprehenſion of the Deity,” 3s 
the learned Smith, who alſo calls it $4? my 
a compound of Fear and Flattery ; fuch potir. p. 
an apprebenſwn of God in the thoughts of —_— 
men, as renders him grievous and burden- 
ſome to. them, But however this may 
bethe primary ſenſe of the word, 
yer that it hath been transfer'd 
to ſignifie maxe largely, is evident 
from Greek Authors. Plutarch in his 
Tra&t , Tikes twndruugias, conſtantly 
ay any of it,” as of an extream to 
Religion, to which he oppoſes A- 
chem ps the cher excream ; Thu 


he 


12 A Doſcourſe of Superſtition, 
he begins, Tis me} 255» dpabias 9 &- 
qoics t& apyns Sya pueions no je 7 a leo meer 
$ Fuodupgriayt ELLTETIOIN%EY Ignorance of 
God from the beginning hath run in Two 
Channels, one way to Atheiſm, and the 
other way to Superſtition. And after 
he had in many like expreſſions, op- 
poſed them to one another he con- 
cludes, Ent PevgovTes 7 duondtuipgrice 6 Eh 
mmuay 61s «0e0T1TH, \afm19002s 785 © oy. patogs 
Keen T ouarBerey* Some bave run fo far 
from Superſtition, | till they have 'overs 
t themſelves mto Atheiſm , having 
eplefled Religion Which is the mean be- 
tween both, 
piſſrtet. Maximus Tyriw as plainly oppoſes 
T  mhe Relizious, and Ouper {tous man. 
OZ cuot{ns piAQs tw, 0 St StnIeiyucoy 5" 
as wiv, 8c. A Religious man is the 
Friend of God, A ſaperſtitivs man 1s a 
Flatterer of God, 
Lib-6.$. Antonius gives this Character of | 
ſ himſelf ; He was @ccor#s ywers Har 
Rrupgries, Religious without Superſtition. © 
e 4 
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manner of ſpeaking, therefore than 
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The Incomparable D* Hammond 
does: (I know) purſue che Erymo- 
logy and _— Notion of Sau 
pyviz, in the former part of his lictle 
Tract of Superitition ; where he gives 
ſeveral Interpretations of Aaiugrs, 
and afterwards gives theſe ſenſes of 
the Compound word. 

1. It is taken in general for Religion 
or Worſhippmg God. 

2. For the worſhip of deifyd dead 
men,and Angels which the Heathens took 
to be True Gods. 

3- For any part of Divine Worſhip 
whith for fear of vengeance from God, 
any Wor ſhipper perform'd to him. 

4+ For a trembling fear of Gods pus 
niſhment due for every ſm. 

5- For the uſe of Magical Spells. From 


whence he concludes the Modern 


* uſeof the word improper; but whe- 


ther proper or improper , becauſe 
it is ule that gives the rule for. our 


muſt 
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A Diſcourſe of SuperFition, 
muſt be confidered : And that the 
word is uſed for ſomewhat undue in 
the worſhip of God, he himfelf ac- 
knowledges in theſe words. That 
Which;men ſee thoſe of another perſwaſion 
do; Which they like not, or think them not 
bound to, they call it ſtraight their Supers 

it10n. | 
And that thus Authors havemade 
uſe of this word, will more appear 
by conſidering the Latin word; Su- 


perſtitiy. Concerning whoſe Erymo- 
logy all Criticks are not apreed. 


Tully diſcourſes at large both of the 


name and thing , and he is the firſt | 
among the Latin Authors now ex- | 


fant, for ſo far as I can find, that fo 


tranflates the Greek Word : for if © 


Nigidins Figulus (of whom by and by 
out of A: Gellins) were before him, 


yet F ſappole he hath no entire Vo- | 


line now exrant. I therefore take 
forne particular notice of what Tully 


lays it this Matter. When he had | . 


givert | 
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given ſome natural Account of the 
| Multitude of Gods that were ſo 
much talk of in thoſe Ages, and of 
the Superſtitions that took riſe from 
the Fables of the Poets concerni 

them , he proceeds to diſtinguiſh 
between Rekgion and Superſtition, in 


pe 
memorable words. Cultus Deorum G_—_ 


eſt Optimus rdemg; caftifſmus atq; ſanFtiſ» ocum lids 
ſimus, pleniſfomuſq; pietatis , nt eos ſem- p 
per pura mtegra mcorrupta G&* mente CG 
voce cveneremur. Non enim philoſophi ſos 
lum, verum etiam Majores noſtriSuper- 
ſtitionem 4 Religione ſeparaverunt. 
Nam qui totos dies precabantur & imino» 
labant, nut ſui libert ſab1 ſuperſiites eſſent, 
Supertitioſ1 ſunt appellati, quod nomen 
patuit poſtea latius. Oni antem onmia que 
ad Deorum cultum pertinerent, diligenter 
pertrattarent e&* tanquam relegerent ,ſunt 
difti Religioſ1, exc. ha faftum eft m 
Superſtitiolo & Religiolo , alterum 
evitiz Nomen, alterumlaudis. 'T he beſt, 
and pureſt, and moſt holy wor ſhip that we 
can 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
can give to God, is to ſerve him with 4 
pure and uncorrupt beart and voice. For 
it was not only peculiar to Philoſophers, 
but our Forefathers alſo made a if renc 
between Religion and Superſtirion, for 
they Who prayed all day long and offer d 
Sacrifice that their Children might ſurvive 
them, were called Superſtitious ; A 
word which afterwards was extended to a 
larger ſignification : But Religious men 
had their name from their diligence and 
care in reviewing What pertained to Di- 
vine Wor ſhip. And hence it came to paſs, 
that in the ſetled uſe of theſe words, Su- 
perſtition Was counted a Crime, Reli- 
gion a praiſe-worthy thing. According 
ro which diſtin&tion he had ſaid 
before : Superſtitione facile eſt liberare, 
cum ſuſtuleris omnem vim Deorum : niſt 
forte Diagoram aut Theodorum qui 
omnino Deos eſſe negabant, cenſes Super- 
ſtiriolos eſſe potuiſſe. Forum enim ſen- 
tentie non modo Superſtitionem tollunt 
m qua . neſt Timor mnanis Deorum , ſed 
| etiam 


k ONE 
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etiani Religionem que Deorum cultu 
pio continetur. It is an eaſy matter to ſes 
cure men from Superſtition, if you will 
make them Atheiſts; Unleſs you think 
ſfach Atheifts as Diagoras and Theo- 
dorus could be tainted with it, whoſe O- 
pinuons did not only root out Superſtition, 
Which contains m it a vain and needle 
fear of God, but true Religion too, which 
conſiſts wn a right hay of the Deity. 

The teafons which this learned 
Heathien aſſigns of the names and 
diflerenees berween Superſtition and 
Religion, La#tantius likes not, and 
Hon 4 Religando ; of Superſtition he 
Tpeaks thus : Superſtitioſt oocantur it, 
qui ſuperſtitum memoriam defunftorumco- 
lunt, aut qui parentibus ſuis ſuperſtitibus 
colebant Imagines eorum domi tanquam 
Deos penates. Nam qui novos ſibt ritus 
aſſumebant , ut m Deorum -vicem mor- 
thos b;norarent quos ex hommubus m ce- 


tm receptos putabant, hos Superſtitioſos 


C rvocabant 3 


LaRanrt.de 
veri ſapi- 


therefore when he had derived Reli- encit Cap. 


18 A Diſcowſeof Superſtition, 
roocabant ; eos vero qui publics & An- 
tiquos deos colerent, Religiolos nominas 


bant, unde Virgilius, 


ana ſuperſtitio veteriimq; 1gnara Deo- 


ruM. 


| They were counted Superſtitious Who 
it did honour to the memory of the dead, or 
1 Who while their Parents were alive, wor- 
ſhipped their Images as if they were Houſ- 
hold Gods : for they who took up any new | 
Retes,im giving honour to dead men, Whom 
they thought to be taken up to Heaven | 
among the Gods, were ſo called ; whereas | 
they were eſteemed Religious, Who con- | 
fmed themſelves to the worſhip of thoſe | 
Who were . anciently reputed for Deities, 
Hence Virgil mtroduces Evander, ex- x 
cuſmy himſelf to Aneas , that the Ho-\. 
nour be did to Hercules did not deſerve} 
the name of Superſtition. d 
There want not other Etymolo- 
gies of this word. T/idore is quoted 


for © 


Set. 3. 
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for this , Superſtitio quaſi ſuperſtatuta M%. Delril 


. Diſquiſ. 

obſervatio. An unſtatutable, unwarrant- Magic. lib 
. a8 R I. Cap. 14 

able obſervation. Ali dicunt 4 ſenibus, 

quia multrs annss - ſuperſtites per #tatem 

delirant : then is introduced Lucye- 

tis, qui ſuperſtitionem dicit ſuperſtantium 

rerum, 1.e. celeſtium qu 5. nos ſtant, 

for which theſe Verſes are quored 


where he huffs at all Religion. 


Hugtana ante Ocu'os fade cumwvita jaceret, 
In terris oppreſſa gravi ſub Relligione, 

Que caput e Cel regionibus oſtendebat, 
Horribils ſuper aſpettu mortalzbus inſt ans. 


(So not only Delrio, but Thrnebus al- —— 


ſo reads that Yerſe which others Cap. 26- 
read thus, 


Horribili aſpetu ſemper mortalibus in- 
ſtans.) 


according to Lucretius, all Religion, 
becauſe it concerns it felf in things 
above us, (with which that Atheiſt 
thought we had nothing to do) de- 


© 3 ſerves 
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ſerves the name of Superſtition. | 

Whatever any _ of = 
appellation might be, thus much is 
—_ that Ro uſe, fr l1g- 
nified ſomewhat undue in Divine 
Worſhip; and of this Tully was a- 
ware, When he made the acknow- 
ledgment, of which Lafantins for- 
got to take notice. Quod Nomen paz 
tuit poſtea latins. Alſo Nigiduss Fi- 
ogulus in his Comment upon the old 


Verle, 


Religentem eſſe oportet , Religioſumt 


nN as. 


4. Gelli takes Religioſis in an ill ſenſe as all 
tic. li> 4. ONe With S uperſtition. Religioſus is aps 
=P. pellabatur qui nimia & ſuperſtitioſa Reli- 
gione ſeſe alligaverat, eaq; res Tvitio aſ- | 
ſtgnabatur. He Who was ſuperſtitious | 
m his Religion (which was counted a } 
Crime) was called a Religious man. | 
Cenec, £- . Seneca expreſles the Import of this : 
: word 


[s 


[- 
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word well, according to the Greek : 

Superſtitio error inſanus eſt, amandos tis 
met, quos colit -violat , quid enm intereſt 
utrum Deos neges an infames ? Superſtt- 
tion is a wild kind of error , it is afraid 
of him who ought to be bved , and diſ- 
bonours him whom it wor ſhips , | fo what 
difference is there whether you deny God 
or _— him ? In a former Epiſtle 


he diſcourſes thus. Audiat quemadmo: 1 - Epiſe 


dum ſe gerere m ſacrificus debeat, quam © 
procul reſulire a moleſtis ſuperſtirioni- 
bus. Nunquam ſatis profetum erit, nifs 
qualem debet Deum mente conceperit. He 
who defares to underſtand himſelf and his 


Religion , let bim retire as far as he can 


from troubleſome ſuperſtitions. No man 


will proceed well in Religion , Who hath 
not right Conceptions of God, 

In a like ſenſe do Lied Latin Au- 
thors uſe the word, when they up- 
braid Chriſtian Religion under that 
name, as apprehending it a falſe Re- 
ligion, So Tacitus when he ſpeaks of 

C 3 Nero's 


pY 
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Hiſtor.Au- 


guſt. lib. 
I 5. 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Nero's laying the blame of the burn- 
ing of Rome upon the Chriſtians,calls 
their way Exitiabilus Superſtitio, A pe- 


ſtilent Superſtition. Suetanius allo in 


VitNeron. the life of the ſame Nero, calls the 


Cap. 16. 


Chriſtians, Genus hommum ſuperſtitionis 
nove C&+ malefice. A ſort of men of a 
new and miſchievous Superſtition. And 
Pliny to Trajan, gives Chriſtian Reli- 
gion the ſame name though with 
ſomewhat a ſofter Epither. Superfti- 
tio prava > mmodica , An Immoderate 
Superſtition. 

"This is then the Account I gather 
our of Heathen Authors, moftl 
hitherto ; the ſenſe they had of a 
Deity perſwaded them not only F 
that he ought ro be worſhipped, bur 
allo that every kind of ſervice would 
not be acceptable to him. The | 
right worſhip of God (that which | 
they ſo apprehended) they called # 
Religion, that which was undue;and | 
therefore unacceptable, paſled un- * 


der 
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; facienda & colenda Idola, pertinens ruel 
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der the name of Superſtition. Even 

as Feſtus did apply the name to the 
Religion of the Jews, as eſteeming 4% 25 
itnot the beſt way of worſhip. And 

St. Paul more truly , did ſo reprove 

the Idolatry of Athens. 

When the World was better in- 
ſtrufted in the Notion of a Deity, 
and in the manner of worſhip that 
was due to him, we find the word 
ſtill in uſe among Chriſtian Authors. 
LaFantius hath been offered already. 
St. Auſtin comprehends Idolatry and 
many other particular Cuſtoms un- 


_ der this Term. Superſtitioſum eſt, P*Dottr- 


7 0, EA "= na Chriſti- 
quicquid inſtitutum eſt ab hommibus ad and lib. 2. 


Cap. 29» 
ad colendam, ficut Deum, creaturam pars 
temve ullam Creatures, vel ad conſultas 
tiones C7 patta quedam ſiznificationum 
cum Demonibus placita atq; federata, 
qualia ſunt molimina Magicarum artium, 
&c, Ex quo genere ſunt Haruſpicum 


* & Augurum libri, etiam onnes ligature | 
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atq; remedia que medicorum diſciplina cons 
demnat, five in pracantationibus ſive in 
quibuſdam notis quas charafteres vocant. 
Idolatry and conſulting with the 
Devil, or any kind of Witchcraft : 
The practices of Soothſayers, that 
would pretend to foretel future E- 
vents' by the flying of Birds or En- 
trails of Beaſts: Thoſe Charms that 
are deſigned for the Cure of Diſea- 
ſes, of which no natural or phyſical 
account can be given : Theſe and | 
divers like Obſervations he taxes 
with Superſtition. l 

' "And fomie of thoſe (or others like 
them)” which St. Auſtin there menti- 
ons, ' obtain ſtill in the World : wiz. F 
If Rats do any niiſchief, to be afraid |: 
of thar a5 an ill Omen'of ſome death | 
or diſaſter in the Family : And ma- | 
fy other as unaccountable. Ifit rain 
or ſnow ſuch a day, or be fair ſuch 
a day (as Candlenias ,” and Swithin, 
and others) then the furure pay of : 


AR: wr _ "FREITE” 
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the year will be ſo 'or ſo. Theſe 
Obſervations have upon this ac- 
count been eſteemed Superſtitions, 
becauſe they are taken to be an 
indication of the pleaſure of God 
as to future Events, whereas we 
have no aflurance that they are a 
ſufficient indication. And- it may 
deſerve enquiry, whether the Cu- 
ſtom of praying God to bleſs per- 
ſons when they ſneeze , were not 
originally _— I determine 
not in this cale, becauſe ſneezing 
hath been ſometimes reckoned a 
Diſeaſe, and then praying for ſuch 
an one, is of the ſame import, with 
praying for any one in danger: bur 
I make the doubt ; becauſe ſneezing 
hath been ſometimes reckoned an 
Omen of good or bad luck, and 


St. Auſtii mentions this in the ſame 


place where he ſpeaks of Mculia ma- 1d. ibid. 


niſſmarum obſervationum, when a man 
does redire ad leftum ft dum ſe calceat ſter- 
| | | nutaverit. 


— n— 
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nutaverit. If a man chance to ſneeze 
while he us puttmg on bis ſhooes be muſt 
to bed again. Theſe and a Thouſand 
ſuch obſervances as theſe, are deem- 
ed to have a relation toGod, when it 
cannot be proved, and are therefore 
judg'd ſuperſtitious ,. ſo far as there is 
any Religion placed in them. 

F proceed no further in examin- 
ing the ufe of the word, than to give 
Three Definitions of it, from Three 
men of ſeveral Ages, and ſeveral 
ways and Opinions, but ſuch as do 
all amount to one and the ſame pur- 
poſe. 

Aquinas gives it thus : 


ut Indebitus vers Det cultus, Idololatria, 
Divinationes &* varia obſervationum ge- 
nera. 


Scounds | Saperſtitio ® 
qu.92.Art. ft "Oitium Religioni oppoſitum Gennes fe 
exceſſum, quo quis divinum exbibet cul- © 
tum coel cut non debet , -vel non eo modo © 

debet. And in thenext Article con- | 
cludes. Mult ſunt ſuperſtitions ſpecies, | 


Jy 


Zanchy , 
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Zanchy to thelame purpoſe. Ma- Tom 4- 


lib. x. Caps 


nifeſtum F ſuperſtitionem eſſe Religion «7: 
oppoſitam &> per exceſſum. He adds, 


Unde etiam fit ut omni falſus cultus fu- 
perſtitio appe appelletur. 


Ames an lays thus. Superſtitio gu Medul. 
qua Deo cultus ndebitus exhibetur, and iz, Cap. 


again, Superſtitio dicitur exceſſus Rd Reli- ? 
tons. The lum of all which is, as 


Atheiſm is a defeft of Religion, fo is 


Superſtition an extream on the other 


| hand, an Exceſfive Religiouſneſs, when 
{ men go beyond their bounds in Di- 


2h rb OS 


vine Worſhip ; ſo that all falſe wor- 
ſhip goes under the name of Super- 
ſtition. A man may be righteous 
over-much , and - oyer-much wile, 


fo may be alſo be, not too holy or 
r00 go0d, yet too religious, when he 


exceeds,” and practifes i in matters of 


Religion upon Opinions falle' and 


# unworthy of God. 


This hath been- the uſe - of the 


f word } inapproved Authors of divers 


Ages. 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
Ages. It hath ſometimes been de- 
termined to particular practices, as 
Magick and Enchantments ; bur 
upon a general reaſon, becauſe theſe 
th are undue mixtures in Religion, for 
| ſo both in Heathen and Chriſtian 
ſ' Authors this difference is commonly | 
li Ubi prius- afſigned between them. Religio eſt 
| -veri Cultus, ſuperſtitio falſi, as Laftan- 


| tins hath it. When we worſhip Gad 

aright that is Religion, when by any 
WM undue additions we corrupt Re ig1on, 

] 

| 


in all thoſethings we are ſuperſtitious, 

Set. 4 2. The Enquiry into the Nature 
of the thing ſtill remains. Whereby 

does it appear, whether the worſhip 

we here,orotherselſewhere perform | 

to God be regular and Religions , or Þ 
exceſſive & undue,and ſo ſuperſtitious? Þ 

The Reſqlution I give tq this que- | 

ſtion, I form into theſe Propoſitions. 

1. Superſtition ts firſt m the Opmion, 

V1 and thence influences upon the praftice. 
WW. 2. The Doftrines upon which the Cone | 
{\f formity | 
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formity of the Church of England is 
eſtabliſhed,are not ſuperſtitious Opinions. 
3- The Opinions that are indeed ſuper- 
ſtitious (ſuch as are divers that obtain 
mm the Papacy and elſewhere) are rejefted 
by the Church of England. 
4+ There are ſuperſtitious Omiſſions, 


| of which men may be guilty, and that then, 


When they ſeem to have a great Zeal 
againſt Superſtition, 

1. Superſtition is firſt in the Opimion 
before it can have any influence upon the 
pratiice. Practices are unlawful,when 
they tranſgreſs the Commands by 
which they are obliged, bur ſuper- 
ſlitiouſly unlawful they cannot be, 


| unleſs they proceed = ſuch Opi- 
* nions:Hence it comes to paſs,thatthe 
* ſamepracticesare ſometimes ſuperſti 


tious and ſometimes not,according as 
mens Opinions are, by which = 
are per{waded to them. So is the di 
ference between the Ch. of En gland, 
and of Rome,in the uſe of the Go, in 
kneeling 
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kneeling in the aCt of receiving, &c. 
as will afterwards appear. I am nor 
alone in thus ſtating the Notion of 

wat Superſtition. A ſuperſtitious aft 15 that 


ron)s-rmon which is founded upon a ſuperſtitious Opi- 


| on 16+ ni0n. It was not meerly the Phariſees often 
' 


Waſhing,but their Opinion of fome eſpecial 
purgation thereby, which Chriſt reprehen- 
ded m them. Nor Was it the boring an 


Altar for which St. Paul reproved the 


| 

| 

j Athenians, when he called them ſuper: 
ſtitrous, but the opmion of honourins a 

| 


God thereby they knew not whom. | 
To a like purpoſe, M* Hooker. 
Fe ook Superſtition is when things are abhorrel 
5-S-3 or obſerved;vith a zealous or fearful, but 
erroneous relation to God. And inf 
words juſt before. Super ffition is ab 
ways jom'd With a Wrong opmion. tonchins 
things divine. ; 
Conformably to both theſe, ſa 
ran a late learned Anchor, All Snperiti 


ciefiaſt. - trons, or other [ 
_— other fmful honour of the Ele 


Set. 2.5.5, ments , mu be founded in embracing! 
thi 
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thoſe falſe apprebenſions and corrupt Do- 
ftrines Which our Church rejefts. 


Acodupgiz refers to the inward 
ſenſe and apprehenſion of our minds: 
or if it mult be diſtinguiſhed be- 
rween the thoughts of the mind, and 
the paſſions of the Soul ; it is evi- 
dent, that fear ariſes from ſuch opi- 
nions and apprehenſions as admini- 
ſter to it. Yea though ſupertition be 
(as hath been ſaid) an exceſs of Re- 
ligion, and though: this exceſs may 
diſcover it (elf in the practices of 
men, yet the reaſon and that which 
occaſions this exceſs, is in the Opi- 
nion. 

Falſe Notions and apprehenſions 
of God, tempt men to try by undue 
ways to pleaſe him. Men have a 
concett, that ſuch ſervices are more 
grateful to him than they are: Or, 
there is a ſuper#itious obſervation of 
ſome Accidents , as Prognofticks of 
Events, becauſe of an Opinion ta- 

ken 
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ken up, that God Almighty does b 
ſuch ſigns declare his pleaſure or dil- 
pleaſure. | 
In all theſe Caſes, the Firſt Seat 
of Superſtition is in the Opinion, and 
from thence it is derived into pra- 
Eice ; for did thele falſe Opinions 
which thus miſlead men, ceaſe by a 
better information of the under- 
ſtanding , the practices and obſer- 
vances that depend on them would 
alſo ceaſe; or if they were continu- 
ed, they would be AE or | 
vain, or any thing rather than ſuper: 
Fitious, For Example : Ir is ſuperti: 
tiows(lay we) to worſhip an Image, or 
to pray a Soul our of Purgatory,esc. | 
becaule they are falfe and ſuperititious 3 
Opinions that induce men fo to do. |: 
If it may be ſuppoſed that men who | 
opine right, who do not in their 
judgment yield more to an Image | 
than they ought, and who do'not | 
in truth believe Purgatory ; may #_ 
yr 


y © ſuperititious Opinions. 
; D 
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yet perform the ſame Ceremonies, 
and make the ſame prayers ; I ask 
then , for what reaſon ate theſe 
things done ? If not for this reaſon, 
becaule men are of opinion that the 
Image deſerves it , that the dead 
may be profited by their Devori- 
ons ; then is ita vain and ridiculous 
piece of Pageantry.. Or if ſome po- 
litick reaſon , and ſecular Intereſt 
tempt men theſe ways ; what they 
do may be excuſed from Supertitiong 
wb | it 15 not intended for the ho 
riour of God, and ſo is not perform- 
ed as a part of his Worſhip, bur ir is 
otherwiſe faulty, becauſe by preten- 


| ces of Religion they advance theit 
* Intereſt, and gam becomes their 
j. © Godlinef. It in truth there be any 
» © Religious intendments in theſe per- 


formances, then this is that which 


| plainly renders them ſuperstitious, be- 


caule they Originally proceed from 
This 
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[This I have firft faid;becauſe up- 
on this depends the Vindication 1 
delign of the ages of the:Church of 
England. Far, if what is done in Di- 
vine Worfup, be not otherwiſe ju- 
perititious , bur as it proceeds from 
and is directed by ſuperſtitious Opinis 
ons ; then if it can be evinc'd, that 
we are not guided by any ſuch Opi- 
ninns, it will follow that our Rites 
20d Ceremonies are void of ſuperiti- 
tion. And this I truſt to make ap- 
peer in what next follows. 

Seft.3: +. The Doftrines upon which the 
Confornuty of the Church of England s 
eftabliſhed, are not ſuperititious Opinions. 
Of which matter 1 give this Ac- 
gount, which I ſhall rake to be ſufh-}/ 
cient, till by an Enumeration ol}? 
fome other particulars, of which I 
am not aware , it be made appear, 
that there are ſome other Do&trine| 
that raay be fuſpeted of ſuperitition,” 

Wl! which the Church of England in juftif-Þ 

(oi cation * 
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cation of her Conformity is obliged 
to maintain. 

1. All Circumitances relating to the 
Worſhip and ſervice of God, are not par- 
ticularly determmed m the word of God. 

2: Therefore notwithitanding the De- 
terminations of the Holy Scripture, ſome 
things do remain Indifferent in their own 
Natures. | 

3. The Goyernours of the Church 
have power to make Determinations in 
things different. 

4+ Therefore people are bound to obe y 
their Governours m ſuch their Determim as 
HONs. 
5- It is not unlawful for Church-Gos 
vernours to appoint ſome fenifican Cere? 
monies: Theſe are the foundations 
upon which we ſtand; upon which 
our Governours require , and uport 
which we practiſe Conformity, and 
none of theſe are ſuperititious Opini- 
ons. Wherefore in the application 


' of thele Generals to our Times and 


D 2 fats 


26 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, » 
ſtate of things , we conclude, the 
Rites and Ceremonies of the. Church 
of England not being for their num- 
ber burdenſome (of which in due 
time) are not- in their nature and 
kind ſuperstitious. | 
' 1. He who judges all Circumitances 
relating to the publick wor ſhip of God not 


particularly determined in the word of God, 


E-cleſ. P0!. 
Book 3. 
&. 5. 


this is 


is not er rn in that Opinion. For 
o plainly and manifeſtly true, 
that it is a ſhame for any man to de- 
ny it. There hath been (I.know) 
an Axiome among Cartwrights Diſci- 
ples, That nothing ought to be eftabliſh- 
ed in the Church , which « not comman- 
ded in the word of God. This they 
thought plainly warranted by the 
manifeſt words of the law, about ad- 
ding to or diminiſhing from the word of 
God. Now (adds M' Hooker) theſe 
men having an eye to a number of Rites and 

Orders wi the Church of England, ſuch | 
as the Ring m Marriage, the Croſs, 8c. | 
thought | 
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thought by the one only fliroke of that 
Axiome to have cut them off. And T.C, is 


37 


quoted as arguing thus. You which BS 2. 


d, iſtinguſh and ſay, that Matters of Faith 


and neceſſary to ſalvation, may not be to- 
lerated m the Church, unleſs they be ex-, 


preſly contained in the word of God; or 


feſtly gathered ; But the Ceremonies, 
Order, Diſcipline , Government in the 
Church, may not be received againſt the 
Word of God, and conſequently may be re- 
ceived, if there be no word againſt them, 
although there be none for them * ou 1 ſay 
diſtinguſhng in this fort prove an evil 


divider. © 

To all which there - needs no 
other Anſwer than-what M* Hooker 
gives. 'Let that which they do hereby 
intend, be granted them ; let it once ſtan 
as conſonant to reaſon, that becauſe we are 


forbid to add to the Law of Ged any thing, 


| or to take ought from it, therefore we may, 
s not for matters of the C burch make any. 


# 


D 3 pture ; 


| law more than is already ſet down in Scri- bh. g. 6. 
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: pture ; who ſees 1 not what ſentence it ſha 
enforce-us to give againſt all Churches mn 
the World, in as much as there us nat one, 
but hath bad many things eſtabliſhed in it, 
which though the Scripture did never cam- 
mand, yet q 4 us to condemn were raſhmeſs. 
He goes on to give the Example of, 
the Church of God in —_ time of 
our Saviour inſtead of all others. 

If chis ratiocination be weak,they 
who ſulpe& it have great reaſon ta 
ſhew us our of Scripture an exa& 
ey yy Xena wang but 
in Q O, t Oo ue 
that ſo it muſt aſt be, Ti JireQing 
us to the pla lace where it. is. To 
which, | again oppoſe M* Hagkers 

ſrig.at words. 4s far t nets diſcour- 

wi ſer, wherely t ure ta argue, that 
God muſt needs have dane the pod yak 
they-i rnagine were tq be dane; I « 41 con- 
fefs Thave often wandred at their 
herein, When the queſtion is , whether þ 


God hath delivered Ks. in Scripture (4; 
the) s 
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they affirm be bath) a compleat, partitis 
lar, immutable form of Church-Polity, why 
- they that other both preſumptuous and 
ſuper fluous laboar, to prove he ſhould have 
_ it : There bein no way in this caſe 

to prove the deed of God, ſave only by 

mg that Evidence wherewith he 
hath done it * But if there be no ſuch 
thing apparent upon record , they do as if 
ey. one ſhould demand a Legacy by force of 
ta. ſome written Teſtament, wherein there bes 
att. mg no ſuch thing ſpecified, he pleads that 
there it muſt be, and brings Arguments 
from the love of the Teftator , imagining 
that theſe proofs will convict a Teſtament 
to have that m it, which other men canno 
where by readiny ro find. 

It will appear in the proceſs of 
onr —_—— the very men who 
would inſtnuate to the diſparage- 
ment of onr Rites, that Divine Wor- 

{ ſhip muſt have a Divine Warranr, 
k for Circumſtances as well as for ſub- 
| Nance, have nor themſelves been 
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guided by this Opinion, bur have ta-, 


wy a liberty in their Direforian or 
i&tatorian way, which they have 
denied to others: And becauſe [ 
ſhall by and by bring them as wit- 


 neſles for us and againſt themlelves, 


| reſpit yet a little their farther Con- 
viction in this matter. 

2. Notwithſtanding the Determmati- 
ons of the Holy Scripture, there do ſtill re- 


main ſome things in their own nature Indif- 


ferent ; and in this Opinion there is 


no Superſtition. It might reaſonably 
be thought, that this Propoſition is 
ſo evident , that no man who pre- 
tends to learning will deny it. But 
ſo it is, that the power of Church- 
Governours may be reduc'd in a 
manner to nothing, ſome there have 
been, who will not ownany thing 
hndifferent in theſe matters. I meet 
with rwo who have maintain'd this 
Aﬀflertion, and I preſume they are 
che ſame whom Biſhop Sawnderſon 

means, 
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nieans,,when he ſpeaks of -ſome of ons : 
this Opinion. Duo preſertim, alter alis Conkciens 
Ciypus ndminis apud fuarum partium homi- $, 23. © 
nes: Theologus , alter & proceribus Regns 


| laicus. Thoſe Two, mar muſt 


be M* Bradſhaw 'and the Lord 
Brooke. 
1 ſhall not do M' Bradſhaw right, 
if I do not acknowledge, that D* _ 
Burges tells us, he reversd his Opinion j "I 
of Sos Indifferent. Surely he had ** 
great reaſon to do it. That he was 
once of the Opinion which I faſten 
on him,muſt not be denied. One of 
his Treatiſes Reprinted 1 660. is Of 
the Nature and uſe of things Indifferent. 
Where he ſtates the Caſe thus : A chap. a. 
thing Indifferent is a mean between good 
and « evil, ſo that whatſoever 1s Indifferent 
is neither good nor evil, whatſoever 1s ei- 
ther 00d or evil is not indifferent. After 
this he avers, that no Action of Religi- Gap. 8 
on, whether it be Moral or Ceremonial, is 


Indfferent, but either good or evil; and 
again, 


4 
Oo ain. No Ceremony of Religion is 
V9 ferent. 
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A groisand palpable miſtake and: 
unworthy of a man fo cryed up for 
his:learning, the more pardonable' 
indeed becauſe he acknowledged 
his Error : but becauſe they who 
Reprinted him, were not ſo juſt to 
his Memory as to infert that ac-. 
knowledgment , and becauſeth 
for whoſe ſake he was oct 
have not, it may be, that reſpe& for 
D* Baryes as to read him, I muſt 
#05, an on it as I find it, -and 
anſwer , "That no conſidering man 
can think, that when we uſe an I- 
different Rite, we mean that we do 
neither good nor evil. No ſure, that 
whichis hdfferent in its Nature, may 
be in its uſe Neceſſary. We uſe it as 
being by ſufficient Authority com- 
manded thereto, and roar” up- 
on ſuch reaſons as juſtifie us-that we 
do well ; if we aremiftakery in-our 


 Judg- , 
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dement, aad have no ſufficient 
realan, for what we do, it is ill 

Bug, this plainly we mean by a. 
thing. in its Nature Indifferent, ſome- 
what-which is not in ſpecie comman- 
ded of God, and fo 1s not abſolute- 


neceſſary, nor. is it fo forbid, 
LE not ſimply Unlawful. This 


'Mf Bradſhay might have known to 


have been our. Notion of a thing In- 
different, for ſo M' Hooker (at _— 
he ſometimes nibbles) had told him. 
The nature 0 things Indifferent is, nei- 
ther, to be commanded nor forbidden, but 
left free and Arbitrary. He inſtances 


quickly aker. When many meats are ſet may = 


e me, all are Indifferent, none U{n- 2-S. 4 


lawful, T rake one as, moſt convenient. If 


ſcripture require me ſo to do, then #5 not 


the. thing. Indifferent , becauſe I muſt do 
what. ſcripture requires. They are all In- 
different , I might take any ; ſcripture 
does nat. require me to make any ſpecial 

| <a choice 
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choice of one, I do notwithſtanding make 
choice of one, my diſcretion teaching me ſo' 
to do. Now though eating of this 
diſh rather than another, cannot be 
faid, after my choice is made, 'to be 
neither good nor evil , (for I chule 
diſcreetly or indiſcreetly) yer before: 
my choice determin'd me to one, 
they were both Indifferent(ſo in their 
nature they ſtill remain) neither 
commanded, neither forbidden,nei- 
ther neceſſary, neither unlawful in 
its own Nature. | [0/0 21 
So in the Circumſtances of Reli- 
gion, after my thoice is determined 
by the Command of my Superiors, 
theſe things are not ſo Indifferent 'as 

that I do neither well nor ill in m 
obedience. Before they- had deter- 
mined they found theſe things Indif- 
ferent in their Nature , their diſcre- 
tion having guided them to make 
choice of ſuch a Veſture,e*c. as they 
apprehended conyenient, now that 
| becomes 


| ofthings, and upon that I build and 


The Church of Engl. Vindicated,8&&c. 45 


becomes neceſlary as to uſe, which 
at the ſame time remains Indifferent 
in its Nature. 

'Fhe Lord Brooke by a little Me- Seft. 7. 
taphylicalneſs ' goes farther, and Hog thee: 
from this principle, Optimum eſt ſems wo 

x. elgendum, endeavours to prove 
this Concluſion. Thar there is nothing 
Indifferent in Re & in ſe, but to our 
Underſtandings ſome things ſeem ſo, for 
want of g00d light, but in the things them- 
ſelves every thing, pro hic & nunc, is 
either Neceſſary or Unlawful. It may 
ſeetn harſh to ſay that a man is nor 
always obliged to do that which is 
beſt. Where there is an apparent dit- 
terence and inequality in the matter 
of our actions, how far a man ma 
ſatisfie himſelf to do that which is 
good, though he do not always that 
which is beſt, I digreſs not to exa- 
mine. The Aſſertion may be foun- 
ded upon another reaſon and ſtate 


lay, 
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beration are alike, no more latrin- 
ſick Good or Evil in one than 
another, but any of them if it were 
alone, were ſufficiently eligible and 
latisfa&tory. Now if in every a&tion 
of a mans life he niuſt not proceed, 
till he can find a difference where 
none is to be found ; If a man muſt 
no where act, gill he ſee clearl 
what is beſt to be done , this raul | 
needs fall the minds of men with I1n- 
finite (cruples and perpetual anxie- 
ties: And aftera man is ſatisfied 
that this is good and lawful and fir 
to be done, yet muſt he demur and 
take heed he do it not , leſt perad- 
venture ſomewhac elſe were better | 
to be done in the room of it. I give þ 
Inſtances whereby it will appear f 
we” 


The Church of Engl. Vindicated,&&c. 47 


we are not left to endleſs doubts in 
all Caſes. 

I am at Table and have man 
Difhes of meat before me which 
pleaſe me well, I care not to ear of 
all, bur make my choice as it may; 
happen, I cannot ay it is Beſt to ear 
of this or that, either that which is 
commended to me, or that which 
is next me , or ſome like accident 
determines my choice, and if I had 
eaten ſomewhat elſe it would have 
been _—_ my ſatisfaction. O- 
therwiſe , ſhould I fic ſtill and dif- 
pute with my ſelf chus ? I muſt do 
chat which is Beſt, therefore I muſt 
conſider of every Diſh by it ſelf, and 
diligently obſerve all the differences 
berween them,and if I cannor clear- 

diſcern which is beft of all, Imuſt 

Rill cill tcan: fo I might loſe 
my Dinner, and when I riſe, ſhould 
find my mind as unſatisfied as my 
belly. Or, I am travelling and take 


up 


a8 
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up in a Town where I never was 
before ; I ſee divers fair Inns before 
me, know none; nor have I any 
manner of reaſon to prefer one to 
another. I goto one as it happens, 
not out of this principle that I muſt 
do that which is beſt, for they are all 
alike, all Indfferent , and if I chuſe 
not till I certainly know which is 
beſt for me, I may lie in the ſtreets 
all Night. Once more, I go to Lot- 
don to buy ſomewhat that I want, 
without any other Intereſt or. Ac- 
quaintance-than my money. Many 
Shops ſell the ſame Commodities, I 
can give no reaſon (bur this only, 
that I muſt. buy ſomewhere) -why 
I call ar the ſign of the Sun, or the 
gon, the Lyon, or the Bear. They 
are all alike , only. ſome accident 
(without full perſwaſion that I do 
that which is beſt) -derermines me. 
And an Hundred ſuch like Caſes 
happen in the Courſe of Afﬀairs: 
| Now 


Sn 2% .,. mz. Ah Ji. hh 
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Now in all theſe, what ſhall we 
ſay to Bradſhaw ? Cannot theſe 
things be Indferent, unleſs what I 
do be neither good nor bad ? No 
ſure. Till I have made my choice, 
it is Indifferent, becauſe I am under no 
Command in theſe Caſes , . bur am 
left perfe&ly to the conduct of my 
own diſcretion. And what ſhall we 
anſwer to Brooke ? Muſt I not ſtir till 
[ know which is Beſt 2 There is no 
Beſt nor Worſt. If I diſcern any in- 
convenience on one {1de more than 
on the other , then is there a diffe- 
rence , and I am unadviſed if I do 
not con{ider it : bur where I diſcern 


| no difference , and yer ſcruple till I 


be fatished which is Beſt , I ſhall 
ſcruple till Doomelday it I ſhould 
live ſo long, becauſe I have nothing 
to determine me but my own 
choice. It remains then, that there 
are things Indflerent in their own 
Nature. Where there is no Antece- 

E dent 
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dent Command to make ſuch an 
Action neceflary, nor Antecedent 
prohibition to make it unlawhul, it 
is Indifferent in it ſelf, not between 
good and evil , but between com- 
manded and forbidden , between 
abſolutely neceſſary and ſimply un- 
lawful. | 

| bave laid my Foundation thus 
low in a Conſideration of the Na- 
ture of things, becauſe the Object- 
ors I deal with goe thus far. Ir is 
not neceſſary to our Caule to afhrm, 
that the Ceremonies of Religion in 
Controverly (the Surplice and Croſs, 

&c.) are altogether 4 Iudifferent, as 
that there ſhould be no more reaſon | 
to determine rather to one, than | 
there is to take one lan or Shop ra- 
ther than another. 'Thele Inſtances 
were produc'd to ſhow where the 
Rule fails, Optimum eft ſemper faci- 
endum , and to prove that there are 
things hdifferent in their own nature. 
To | 
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To which I add, that fome Rites 


and Ceremonies of our Religion are 
fo too, as 1 prove by this Irrefraga- 
ble Argument. Whatfoever is mn 
cie, neither commanded nar for- 
idden (i. e. antecedently ro hu- 
mane laws) is. a thing Indefferent 11 
its own nature. Bur the Surplice and 
the Croſs, and Kneeling, &c. are in 
ſpecie neither Commanded nor for- 
bidden. Ergo they are Indifferent. 

They who deny che Major faght 
with their own ſhadows, and gain- 
fay out of a ſpirit of oppoſition ; for 
we pezſiſtin this (and they know it) 
that we mean nothing elſe by a thing 
Tadifferent in its own nature ; bur 
ſomewhar left undetermin'd iri the 
Holy Scripture. They who deny 
the Minor, mult prove theſe things 
in the uſe of them forbid in $cri- 

pfurez which if they.ſhall endeavour 
to dojl- doubt not but to-pronounce 
them ſuperſtitions , and ſhall in the 
E 4 Con- 
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Concluſton prove it. In the mean 
time, becaule Negatives are hard to 
be proved, it concerns them to con- 
fare us by producing the Texts 
which forbid them : which Texts 
if they be no other than the ſecond 
Commandment, or that tn Coloſſ. 2. a- 
bout will-worſhip, or Matthew 15. 
Teaching for Doftrines theCommandments 

men, or ſome ſuch like theſe, then 
I demand farther, In as much as the 
Surplice, &c. are not named in any 
of theſe places, by what good Con- 
ſequence, -by what Demonſtrative 


Syllogiſm ſhall ic be proved from | 
ſuch a Text that it is not lawful to 


wear a Surplice *? Here now will be 


whence they declaim:, but they do 
not argue cloſely and cogently. We 
know we do not add to the word 
of God (whether they do not Ipſi 


Tiderint, and I ſhall anon endeavour 


to open their Eyes)We do-not teach | 


for 


the failure, they quote [Texts from | . 


rue 


PF 
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for Dofrines the Commands of men. We 


. do not urge humane Impoſitions 


upon account of Divine Inſtitution 
(any otherwiſe than as it is the ap- 
pointment of God to obey Autho- 
rity) Wherefore when ſuch a Text 
is one of the premiſes, we fear not 
with Confidence to aver , that this 
cannot be a good Eonclulion. Ergo, 
to wear a Surplice is not Indifferent in 
its Nature but a Sin. But of this a 
little more hereafter. 

Now I farther proceed and ſay, 
The Church of England does not reck- 
on theſe things ſo Indifferent as to 
partake nothing of the nature of 
mu or evil (which is Bradſhaws 
alſe Notion) or ſo Indifferent that all 


- other things that may come in com- 


petition with them are as equal to 
them as one Shop or Inn may be to 
another. For Example. Kneelmg 1s 
not ſo Indifferent that there is no 
more to be ſaid for it, than for lying 

E 2 along. 
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along, A White Garment not fo In- , 
different as that arryy other colour 
would be altogether as grave ard 
decent ; but therefote hdifferent, be- 
cauſe underermin'd in Scriptute. Ne- 
yertheleſs, when the Goyernouts of 
the Chatch have deſcended ro con- 
ſider, what is expedient to be done 
in theſe matters, the determinations 
which they have made , have not 
been by chance as 4 man goes to his 
Inn, but they have proceeded ac- 
cording to is Rules of Chriftian 
Prudence (and it is to be hoped 
aw: may be allowed to do fo, as 
well as the Aſſembly who in their Di- 
reftory fo profeſs, as will preſently 
be faid) The general Rules of De- | 


cency, Order, and Edification have | 


ſer them their bourids. According 
to the beft of thetr Wiſdom , they 
have judged ſuch and fach Impoſiri- 
ons expedient , arid therefoxe have 
fo determin'd concerning them. 

Which 


un. 
4 
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Which determinations when they 
are once made, fo far as the Lord 
Brooks Notion is true , it ſerves our 
rurn very well, Optimum eſt faciendum. 


We have ſo much Reverence for our 


| Superiours, as to judge they have 


determin'd us to that , which they 


_ _ thought moſt fir and expedient : 


then for our own practice, we ſtill 
eſteern theſe things different in their 
nature, but neceſlary as to uſe. Be- 


55 


ing ſatished that the = Scripture - 


does not forbid ſuch ulages, we 
count them lawful. Being allo fatil- 
fied that our Governours command 


them, now by virtue of a Law In- 


tervening, they are neceſlary to us, 


» becauſe: we are commanded to o- 


bey our Governours in all lawful 
things. 

Thele things pertaining to the 
Propofitiqns that next follow, I go 
ON. 


3+ It is no ſuperſtitious Opinion to be- Seft. & 


E 4 leve, 
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lieve, that the Church may make determi- 
nations in things Indifferent. Our fore- 
mention'd Lord Brooxe boggles here, 
I mult therefore conſider what he 
lays, | 

Firſt, He concludes thus. The 
Church hath no power ta make any one 
thing Indifferent in it ſelf. (That, lay 
I, the need not do, for ſhe finds 
them Jidifferent.) Again (he ſays) we 
cannot ſay the Church hath power to deter- 
mine what is Indifferent, In thiags that 
ſeem Indifferent, where neither of the ex- 
treams 15 neceſſary, there (eſpecially where 
both are doubiful) | he conceives ] the 
Church hath not power to determine to et- 
ther extream. As ſuppoſe Black and White 
( olours ſhould be doubtful, whether bath 
or either, or neither were lawful ; In this 
Caſe (lays he) for ought T yet ſee , the 
( hurch hath no power to determine any 


one fo doubting, either to Black or White ; 


the reaſon 1s, becauſe neither is neceſſary, 
inere beinz ſo many Intermediate ( olours 
between 
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between both. That is as much as to 
lay (if theſe chings be applyed) Mi- 
nifters may be determin'd neither 
to a White Surplice , nor to a Black 
Gown, becaule there are other Co- 
lours, and rather than the Church 
{hall determine to one , Miniſters 
{hall be left to their liberty, to dreſs 
themſelves in a Fools Coat. But he 
goes on to cut ſhort the Churches 
power. When one of the extreams, be- 
tween which we waver as Indifferent , is 
neceſſary to be embrac'd, as in moſt caſes 
it is, bere all the power lawful (as he 
conceives again) can do no more but 
reſolve which of the two extreams ts 
beſt. 

And is not this hitherto pretty 
well 2 A furplice cannot be ſaid to 
be neceſlary , becaule a man may 
wear a Gown, or Cloak, or Coar, 
or Mantle,or if he be diſpoſed, may 
nakedly hold forth the Truth. Kyneel- 
ing is not neceſſary becauſe a man 

may 
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may ſtand, or fit, or loll, or ly a- 
long. What then? Is it therefore 
unlawful for the Church to deter- 
mifie to forne one bf theſe > No 
ſure; for accordirig to the latter 
Conceptioh, when one extrean is 
neceſlary to be ertibrac'd,the Church 
may reſolve which is beſt. And this 
is the Cale here. For though no one 
of the two be tieceſlary; yet ſome 
one of them all niuſt be embrac'd. 
For the Sacrament caririot be recei- 
ved but in ſome poſture or other, 
&c. I coticeive therefore his Lord- 
ſhips latrer Conception, in the very 
birth of it pulls the former by the 
heel and ſupplants it. For if the 
Church thay reſolve which of the 
ttvo extreams is beſt , where one is 
neceflary ; with as much reaſon 
may ſhe reſolve which of four or 
five is beſt, becauſe ſome one of 
thent muſt be embrac'd. Or elſe it 
will follow, becauſe a Pulpit is not 

neceſlary 
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nieceflary, itt as much as a man may 
preach in a Tab (at leaſt if it be 
ſet oft a Treſfle) becanfe a Folio Bi- 
ble is tier tieceffary in as much as a 
man maytead in a leſſer print; be- 
cauſe 4 Communion Cup of Silver | 
is not necellary, there being other 
etals ; therefote the Ercleſiaftical 
ont may not compel a man to pay 

to the Church-Watdens rate, when 
he hath provided thefe things. And 
whit a bleſſed Reformation will 
this be ! 
And yet it ſeems there is danger 
left the powers already given 
ſhould be too large, wherefore he 
limits again. This power wherever it 
is muſt be -very warily exerciſed, ſmce of 
all two extreams (and according to Idemibid. 
his Principles the Caſe will be the 
fame, where four, or five, or twen- 
ty things are oppoſed) only one can be 
lawful , ſo that one is wholfome and the 
&ther poyſon. Bur where ar laſt is this 


power ? 
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power ? be it little or much, let us 
know its bounds. The (hurch hath a 
Fudicative declarative power , like the 
Judges mn Weſtminſter-Hall, but not a 
legiſlative power, as the King and Par- 
liament. If a man may be bold to 
ask again, Who is this Church ? 
You ſhall find his Lordſhip give a no- 
ble anſwer. By the ( hurch here I mean 
(lays he) not only one, or two, or a few 
of what rank ſoever , but all, even every 
true Member of the whole ( burch ; for 1 
conceive every ſuch member hath de jure, 
«4 Tote in this Determination. 

A right Oecumenical Council 
indeed, when every member of the 
body mult be. conven'd to declare 
his Opinion, about any Rite or Ce- 
remony that ſhall happen to be cal- 
led into queſtion. If I may add a 
Conception of my own, I ſhould 
think. it worth enquiring, whether 
Women and Children be not true 
Members of the whole Church, the 

liberty 
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liberty. of whoſe Conſciences may 
be as little impoſed upon as that of 
us men. Well, to gratifie his Lord- 
ſhip we will ſuppole whart is Impol- 
fible to be put in praftice: Every 
true Member of the whole Church, 
awaken'd and alarm'd with the 
{cruples of John a Nokes, about the 
poſture in which the Sacrament is 
to be received ; is met together to 
declare and determine what is beſt 
to be done. Now, if ever the Moun- 
tains brought forth a Mouſe , you 
ſhall ſee how little this Convention 
ſignifies ; for when every Calves- 
Head hath ſpoke an Oracle, every 
one paſled their Vote , let us Ima- 
gine that ſome one among them 
(and itis hardly poſſible it ſhould be 
otherwiſe) ſhould be diſſatisfied and 
diſſent from the Judgment of the 
greateſt part of the Church, and at- 
ter reading and praying ſhould con- 
tinue to diſlent, In this caſe (he con- Tvid. 
celves 
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ceives Once more) xs power on earth 
ought to force that mans prattice more 
than bis 
Liberty! Oh ſweet Liberty!What 
pity it is the Lord Brooke hath not 
another life to loſe in defence of 
this Goſpel libercy. But ſerioufly 
({o far as amazement will admit) are 
not things now broughe to a ſtrange 
Concluſton ? Will it not be. perfe&t- 
ly in vain, to determine any. thing 
at all about Church-Matters ? For, 
even in thoſe things that ſeem Indif- 
ferent, one is Beft,che other ul, 
When the -Church hath reſolved - 
which 1s , Yet y man muſt 
be lef = oP he ehonks beſt, So 
is the State of the Church as deplo- 
rable as ever was that of-the Com- 
mon-wealch of Iſrael. In thoſe dayes 
when. there was no King infradl, but 
every man did that which was right in-his 
own Eyes. 4 


There are many other ſcurvy 
paſlages 
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paſlages in thar ill-narur'd Book, and 
many Unworthy Reflectians upon 
my Lords the Biſhops that then 
were: but muſt not digrels to take 
notice of them. This procels of his 
is ſufficiently expoſed by this ac- 
count of it. 

| confels I have met with two 
' other Pamphlets that alſo demur in 
this thing. A Modeſt Diſcourſe concern- 
ing Ceremonies , believes that the 
Churches Authority in commanding mat- Pas t+ 
ters of Indifferency , wants ground from 
Scripture. And M" Bagſhaw in his 
Two great queſtions concerning things I1- 
different mn Religious Worſhip , holds it 
utterly wilawful for any Chriſtian Magi: Poe * 
ſtrate to umpoſe the uſe of them. But 
neither of them are ſo extravagant, 
as tO deny that there is any thing I- 
different, only they think what God 
hath not determin'd, men may nor. 
Againſt whom I oppoſe to this pur- 


pole, 
Either 
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Either Church-Governours have 
power in thele Caſes to determine, 
or all people muſt be left to their li- 
berty, to determine for themſelves. 
But what intolerable diſorder and 
confuſion would thar bring into the 
Church 2 Then would God be the 
Author of confuſion and not of peace. 
There is then no power now left in 
the Church, that may take care that 
things be done decently and in order : 
bur this is orderly and decent, that 
every man ſhould have liberty to 
break Order, and go his own way. 


And if in forms and modes of wor-. | 


ſhip there could be as many differ- 
ences . (as thoſe that are, are not 
few) as men, it might be lawful for 
every man to go by himſelf, and a 
ſingle. perſon ſhould conſtitute a 
Church. Men would never agree 
neither about time,nor place of pub- 
lick Worſhip, nor about the perſon 
that ſhould teach them and pray for 

| them, 
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\s 


them,nor about the manner of pub- 
lick Prayers, or publick Preaching, 
nor about the form of adminiſtring 
the Sacraments , nor is it eaflyto 
name any one thing in the publick 
worſhip of God, wherein all men 
would be of one mind, bur if all 
were left to their liberty when 
Church-Governours haye derter- 
min'd as they think moſt expedient ; 
every private perlon ſhall have a 
Negative Vote, and if he like not 
to worſhip God in the ſame way as 


, others do, he muſt paſs withour 


controul to worſhip as he pleaſes, of 
if it ſo pleaſe him, not to worſhip 
at all: 


But theſe are but the Capricio's of * 


ſome few particular men, the yani- 
ry of which'I need nor. labour much 
toiſhew, becauſe however the Fox 
pronounces the Grapes fowr which 
he cannot reach ; however ſothe 
diſcontented men quarret art che 

F power 
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power of the Keys, when they do 
not hang at their own Girdle , yet 
there never was any body of men, 
that did at any time uſurp a power 
to make Laws, and determine in 
Church Afﬀeairs, but did proceed up- 
oh this Principle , that it is lawtul 
ro make determinations in things In- 
different; and plain it is that the Preſ- 
byterians and Independents both, allow 
what I now contend for. 


The Preſbyterians in the Preface 
eo their Durefory, diſtinguiſh ſome 


things to be of Divine Inſtitution, 


and others not, and of theſe they 
lay: Other things we have endeavoured 
to ſet forth according to the Rules of 
Chriſtian prudence, agreeable to the gene- 
ral rules of the word of God. Allo in 
their (( onfeſſion of Faith ſer our with 
their Catechiſms they define : That 
it_ belongs to Synods and Councils to * 
down rules and direttions for better order- 
ing the publick worſhip of God and Go- 
— vernment 
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vernment of hix Church, which Decrees 
and determmations if Conſonant to the 
word of God (whete it' is worthy ob- 
ſerving, , that when they'+are -efta-- 
bliſhing their own Authority  and' 
way; they expect not exprelsCom-' 
mands for every thing they do,how- 
ever they have been obſeryed to 
huff' at Epiſcopacy and to require 
Commands f6r our eſtabliſhments) 
are to be received with reverence and ſub 
| miſſion, not only for their agreement with 
the word, but alſo for the power whereby 
they are made , as being an Ordinance of 
God appomted thereto mn his word. 

' Since theſe firſt attempts of the 

embly, we find fome writitig con- 

ormably to their diftates and pro- 
feſfing thus. We freely grant that the 70h, 
Civil power, or the Church (orderly aſſem+ 4-5. 
bled) may determme at what hours on the 
Lords-day the Congregation ſhall meet, as 
alſo it ſhall determine particular times for 
Faſting or Thankſgiving, as Gods provi- 
| __ 
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dence ſhall adminiſter Occaſions, (and 
an ſome of this way are agai 


keeping (riſtmaſs, &c.) that places of 


publick wor ſhip ſhall be a Ary Lan. 
kept. decent,. and an Hundred things of 


that Nature, which even. reaſon and na- 
ture it ſelf teaches all ſober perſons to be 
ſuch, as that:without ſome Order to be ab- 
ſerved m them, the worſhip of God eitber 
Would not be performed, or Would be un- 
decently performed. 

True it is that the ſame men ay 


in the ſame Chapter , The Aſſertion of 
the Churches power in appointing (eremo- 
nies and.( wcumſtances of :Drvine Worſhip 
is the very root of all, the Pandora's 
Box, the. very Fommteny head of all. thoſe 
Impoſitions , which have bred - ſo much 
trouble, diſturbance, and pe pu m 


' the Church io God. "Which how. to re- 
concile to what is juſt now quoted, 
I well know not , nor to another 
paſſage in the ſame Chapter ,, where 
though they deſire to diſtinguiſh be- 


tween 
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tween (circumſtances and (eremonies of 
worſhip, yet they acknowledge 
thus. Thar the word of God hath left 
many things (not poſſub'e to be determin'd 
by it) to the Authority of the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate cannot be denied, whether any 
(eremonies or no is a queſtion, divers (irs 
cumſtances relating to the worſhip of God, 
are undoubtedly |o left. 

When I compare theſe things, I 
know not how to underſtand the 
Coherence of them , unleſs it be 
thus. When Church-Governours 
are Epiſcopal, and ſhall aflume a pow- 
er to appoint Ceremonies and Cir- 
cumſtances of divine worſhip, this 
is the fountam head of Impoſitions that 
breed difturbance and perſecutions : But 
if they ſhall chance to be Preſbyteri- 
an, = there are an Hundred things 
not determin'd by the word of God, but 
left to their Chriſtian Prudence. For 
Example: A Convocation may not 
by a Canon or Rubrick appoint, a font 

F 3 of 
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of ſtone artheWeſt end of theChurch, 
nor knee/mg at the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper , nor that the Bread 
and Wine be ſeverally diſtributed ro 
every Communicant, but the Dire- 
ftory may make appointments con- 
trary to all thele and an hundred 
things of the like nature. For the 
Ordinance of Parhament (all the Au- 
cthority it had) which eſtabliſhed the 
Diwettory, lays. The Direftory for pub- 
lick worſhip herem ſet forth, ſhall hence- 
forth be uſed, purſued, and obſerved, m 
all exerciſes of the publick worſhip of God, 
in every ( ongregation, Church, Chappel, 
and place of publick Worſhip, within this 
Kingdom of England, and Dominion of | 
Wales. 
The Independents in their ( onfeſſion 
of Faith,ſet out from the Savoy, 1 658. 
+4.7- ſpeak to the ſame purpoſe. There 
are fome ( ircumitances concerning the 
worſhip of God and Government of the 
Church, common to Humane Aftions and | 
Ye ne" ane” 
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Societies, which are to be Ordered by the 
light of Nature, and Chriſtian prudence, 
according to the General Rules of the ward, 
which are always to be obſerved. 

Now [I muſt crave leave that our 
Adverſaries would judge whether 
they are not unequal to us, in deny- 
ing us a liberty which they grant to 
themſelves. In this general Conft- 
deration of things , it is not mate- 
rial to ask for what reaſon they ſcru- 
ple our Ceremonies, whether as fig- 
nificant or popiſh, ec. which ſhall 
be examined in dye time. All that 
I now conclude, is no more than 
what they themſelyes believe and 
practiſe , viz, Ir is no ſuperſtitious 
Opinion to believe that the Church 
may make Determinations in things 
Indifferent. 


4+ Where the Governours of the Church SeA. 10. 


have power to determine , it can be no ſu- 
perſtitious opmion to belzeve, they ought to 


. So 


be obeyed, m the exerciſe of this their law- 
F 4 ful 
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ful power. Yea, if it ſhould be gran- 


ted (what I do not by any means 
grant, only to come as cloſe asmay 
be to our Adverſaries, I ſuppole the 
caſe) that it is not well done to Im- 
pole ſuch things Indifferent ; yer if 
they be not in their own nature evil, 
it is betrer to obey than to diſturb 
the peace of the Church, and to (e- 
parate from eſtabliſhed order. Zan- 
chy and (alvin are profeſſedly our 
Adyocates in this Matter, on whoſe 
Teſtimony I build the more, be- 
cauſe they are of great Authority 
with thoſe who diſſent from us. 
Zanchy wrote a Letter to Queen 
Elizabeth, wherein he did earneſtly 
perſwade her not ta Impoſe the Sur- 
plice and ſuch like things upon the 


=o: E- - Clergy of England. This he did with 


I- In 
Tom. ult. 


greu Zeal, and it may ſeem with 
ome acrimony ; as if he had been 
a great Patron of Non-( onformity,and 
I will not deny that it ſeems by that 
Letter 
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Letter he did greatly ditlike fuch 


Impoſitions ; and bur that he was 
commanded by his Prince to write 
as he did (he did (aus ſcribere as 
he profeſles) it is a Letter that might 
argue him to meddle too much in 
the affairs of another Church : bur 
we take it as we find it., and=not- 
withſtanding all that is there ſaid, it 
is manifeſt that Zanchy was of our 
{1de. 

That he was abuled in the Infor- 
mation that was given him of our 
affairs, appears by his Letter to the 
Queen, wherein he complains of her 
introducing and eſtabliſhing all the 
Maſling attire of the Romiſh Prieſts, 
for ſo he calls them. Yeſtes albas ac 
lineas, quibus in papatu utuntur ſacrifict: 
Antichriſts ſupelleftilem : Papiltarum Im- 
piam pompam : Idololatrie &+ ſuperſtitio- 
nis Papiſtice reliquias vel ſaltem ſymbo- 
la: that is in the Engliſh of ſome of 
our Malecontents, All the rags of the 


whore 
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m_ Babylon. Whereas the at- 
tire of their Prieſts is made up of ſix 
Veſtments (as a Learned man of 


our own hath obſerved our of their 


Fol c. Ritualifts) Amiftus, Alba, (ingulum, 
cult. Stole, ./anipulus, (apfula, all far dif- 


© ferent from the Surplice; and theſe 
fx Garments are accounted holy Garments 
wſed by their Priefts, and all of them have 
their particular ( onſecrations, as the Sur- 
plice in the Church of Rome hath not. 
Zanchy then thus miſtaking the caſe 
was more eager than he needed to 
have been, bur he was under ano- 
ther and greater miſtake. 

It was reported to him that there 
was great danger, leſt many pious 
men ſhould be turn'd out of their 
Livings upon this Occaſion ; yea, 
it was told him, that there were ple- 
riq; Epiſcopi (that muſt be ſome con- 
fiderable number of the Twenty ſix 
that are in Enyland and Wales) Viri 
omnt eruditione &* pietate inſignes, qui 

malint 
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malint. Officio &* loco cedere quam iſtiu(- 
mod: = admittere. There mw 
many Biſhops that would not con- 
form. . Now who that knows any 
thing of the State of the Church of 
England, Anno 1571. (when that 
Letter was written) knows not that 
the Biſhops of that time were ſuffi- 
ciently fatished with the Conformi-., 

that was then urged, nor was 
OE one among them (for fo far 
as I can now find) that made fo 
much noiſe about theſe things as Bi- 
ſhop Hooper of Gloceſter did under 
Edward the Sixth : If therefore Zan- 
chy may be excuſed for endeayour- 
ing what he could in favour of thoſe 
good and Learned men whoſe ex- 
autoration he fear'd ; yet that not 
being the caſe, the earneſtnels of 
his Letter (if we ſhould yield more 
ro his judgment than of neceſlity 
we are obliged to do) will not f1g- 
nify much to the reproach of our 
Conformity. Bur 
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But we have. greater aſſurance 

that Zanchy was our Friend : - For 

when he had dated his Letter to the 

Queen from Heidelberg,Sept.1 0. 157 1. 

zanch. E- he dates another the very next day 
= to Biſhop Juell (though it be doubt 
Tom. ult- 41 whether he lived to receive it, 
becaule he died the 23d of the ſame 
Month) from the-tenor of which 

I conclude, that in his Letter to the 

Queen he ſays nothing to prove the 
ulages of our Church unlawful to 

be practil'd, (whatever his opinion 
might be of the conveniency of Im- 
poling them) or if he did, he un- 

lays it again the very next day in his 
Letter ro the Biſhop, which of ſo 
Learned and fix'd.a man, is not ea- 

lily to be believed. For the very 
occaſion of that ſecond Letter, was 

to defire Biſhop Juell and other Bi- 
ſhops, ro uſe their Authority with 

che reſt to perſwade. ,Ne ft Regma 
amoveri nullo modo poſſit a ſententia, ipſi 


pr opt erea 
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propterea ſuas deſerere malint ſtationes, 


' quam editto Rego obtemperare. If the 


Queen were reſoly'd and would be 
obey'd, he would haye all the Cler- 
gy ratker obey than leave their places and 
Employments. He goes on to declare 
his Opinion, that for ſuch things as 
theſe ;. Miniſters may not leave 
their Flocks: He acknowledges the 
Caſe, that where things are in their 
own nature evil, we muſt with the 
Apoſtles obey God rather than Man,and 
we adds, S! vero res ſua natura adia- 
phore, lege mandatoq; reg1o precipiantur, 
quando alterutrum —_ it, ut aut ce- 
datur loco, aut tali mandato obtemperetur, 
obtemperandum potius eſſe, &c. When 


' the. Magift trates command Indifferent 


things wr neceſſity, that men mu 
Jn or forſake their ; FP , they _ 
we belts obey... Nay he reckons this 

Caſe fo clear , that he concludes : 
Efſe vero hanc ſententiam ita certam C5 
perſpicuam, tum m ſacris literis tum apud 
; patres 


F7 
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patres & m- Hiſtoris Eccleſuaſticis , ut 
ſupervacaneum onmino ſit , ullam adferre 
probationem apud illos, qui -oel mediocri: 
ter in ſcripturis fait exercitati. © Nun- 
quam enim propter res ſua natura adiapho- 
as , deſerenda eft cvocatio legitima & 
neceſſaria. T hey who ever conſulted the 
Scriptures, or Fathers, or Eccleſtaftical 
Hiſtorians, will need no proof of this, That 
it can never be lawful for men to leave a 
neceſſary Employment (fuch as that of 
che Miniſtry is) for the ſake of hiffe- 


rent Rites, 

If chis will not convert a Non- 
Conformiſt , yer I hope it will make 
therfi aſham'd toquote Zanchy's Ler- 
ter to the Queen, as if it were much . 

Vis Bur: to our diſadvantage (as the Repler 

= upon Bifhop Mortons deferice does) 

Ne 6 ler boch his Letters be commpar'd, 
and, much good may they do 
them: 

That this was Zaithy's ferled 
Judgmient, appears from: What he 

elſewhete 
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elſewhere ſays, in defence of Gar- 
ments peculiar to Divine Service : 
Quod roeteres Epiſcops cnam adminiftra- Tc: 
turt, alam induerint -veſtem, ad mutati- de Culm 
onem cen nibil pertinet. Non enim Chri- oo tid. 1. 
ftus juſfit, ut communibus -veſtibus nduti —_— 
. cenam adminiſtraremus, ficut & ipſe in- 
dutus erat, ſed tantum ut faceremus quod 
Q& ipſe fecit. Idem de multis aliis rebus 
dict poteſt, tam m Baptiſmo quam'm c- 
na Dommica. Whereas the Biſhops of 
old did celebrate the Euchariſt in a pecu- 
liar Garment , this makes no change m 
that fervice, for our Lord Chriſt did not 
command us to be clothed as he was, but 
to do what he did. And the ſame ma 
be ſaid of many other things, bot 
in Baptiſm and the Lords' Supper. 

The ſum of all he thus expreſles, 
Que addita ſunt, ſed tanquam adiaphora, 
propter ordmem, propter decorum, &* ad 
edificatioem, ea ſubſtantiam Sacramen- 
torum eoq; cultum non mutarunt. 'T hoſe 
thmgs that are added for Order, —_ 

a 
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and Edification, make no alteration m the 
ſubſtance of the Sacraments, or f Divine 
Worſhip. 

I conclude then, though we yield 
Zanchy theirs, as to bis Opinion, that 
it is not well done to impoſe thele 
Indifferent things , yet he is clearly 
ours as to the Propoſition I main- 
tain. When Indifferent things are 
once determin'd (whatever Gover- 
nours may have to anſwer for ſuch 
Impoſitions) becauſe they are not in 
their own nature evil, it is better to 
obey.than to diſturb the peace of the 
Church. 

Sect. 11. But M Calvin: is 4 greater man 
than D" Zanchy, and the cauſe which 
he condemns ſhall ly under a great 

M. Durell prejudice : his opinion therefore 


View of of 


Govern. muſt be conlider'd. However he be 


ment and 


publick generally eſteemed no great friend 
es» Ah to Epilcopacy., yet M. Durell hath 


_ endeavour'd to vindicate him from 


Sees, pag: being very Antiepiſpocal. Be thae as 
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it-will; if our N: C* will ſtand of 
fall ro Calvins Judgment, our advan- 
rage is as great as we need deſire: 

1. For firſt he does greatly ad- 
mire ſet forms of Prayer. So he ſays 
in a Letter to the Proteftor of Edward 


the Sixth. Quod ad formulam precum C5 ky E- 
Rituum Ec cleſtaſticorum, -valde probo, ut Dar. 1548. 


certa illa extet a qua Paſtoribus diſcedere 
in ſua funttione non liceat; I do greatly 
like that forms of Prayer, and the Rites 
of the Church ſhould be ſtated, ſo as Mi 
nifters in the exerciſe of their funftion 
ſhould not have leave to vary from them: 
His reaſons are Three, Wt conſulatur 
quorundam ſumplicitati &* Imperitie : Mt 
certius conſtet omnuum Eccleſtarum inter 
ſe conſenſus. Poitremo ut obviam eatur 
deſultorie quorundam levitati qui novatios 
nes quaſdam affetant; Firſt, For the ſups 
ply of ſome mens mabilities (a reaſon 
that our modern N. C®, in this time 
of Goſpel light; think an underva- 
luing of them) Secondly, That the 
G 
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ſeveral | 
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ſeveral Churches (of the ſame Domi- 
nion) may appear to' tonſent together, 
Thirdly, For 4a ſecurity againſt Innovas 
tors (and in that alſo I wiſh they 
were not concern'd.) Upon this laſt 
reaſon ( alvm adds, that there ſhould 

be ſumma quedam doftrmg ab omnibus 
recepta, quam inter predicandum ſequan- 
tur omnes, ad quam etiam obſervandam 
omnes Epiſcopi & Parochi jurejurando ad- 
ſtring antur, ut nemo ad munus Eccleſuaſti- 
cum admittatur , niſi ſpondeat ſibi tllum 
fenſum mviolatum futurum. Extet pres 
terea communis Catechiſmi formula, &c. 
Which I thus accommodate to our 
Uſage, he could not think it unlaw- 
ful to ſubſcribe to the thirty nine Arti- 
cles. 

2. Becauſe ſomeCeremonies muſt 
accompany Divine Service , it ap- 
pears by the former words that he 
would have them ſtated too. I con- 
ceal not his Opinion, that he would 
have but few Ceremonies for fear of 


Superſtition. | 
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Saperſtition. Nabil conſultius video E2it393- 


quam parciſſumis Ceremonits uti im Ec 
clefia, ſatis enim Experientia conſtat, 
quam proclivis fit lapſus in ſuperſtitio* 
nem. p 

Now if any ſhall hence infer,that 
Calvin, if he were alive, would judge 
us to abound in ſuperfluous Cere- 
monies, I oppole his former Letter 
to the Protefor, where he ſpeaks, de 
abolendis &3* radicitus evellendis abuſubus 
& corruptelis, of rootns out abuſes * 
bur he inſtances bur in three things, 
Praying for the dead, Chriſm and extream 
Union. All which having now no 
place in our Church , and it being 
undeniable that we are reformed to 
ſome greater degrees than in Edward 
the Sixths time, we have fair reaſon 


| to fay that the preſent ſtate of 


things is ſuch as Calvin would not 
diſallow; at moſt if he would have 
adviſed to have omitted ſome of 
our Ceremonies, yet in the ſame 

G 2 place 
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place where he delires Ceremonies 
{ſhould be few, he adds, Aliud vero 
eſt cum nobis jus non eſt admittendi aut re- 
pudiandi quod videbitur. Si non licet ob: 
tinere quod cupimus, feramus iſtos defe- 
us, non approbemus. Where we are to 
obey and not to rule, let us bear with thoſe 
defefts which we need not approve. 

. But Calvin is the man, who 
called ſome of our Rites Fooleries.Be- 
cauſe our N. C®. ſhall have libert 
ro make the moſt of that word, Iſo 
tranſlate it, though others think it 
may be rendred 9c Let them 
take the advantage of it, provided 
they will acknowledge thar at the 
ſame time he calls them tolerable. 
The words are in a Letter to ſome 
Engliſh Divines at Frankford, in 
Queen .Maris time. In Anglicana 
Liturgia qualem deſcribitis, multas -video 
fuiſſe tolerabiles neptias. Calvin being 
at a diſtance, takes things as they 
were repreſented to him, therefore 

he 
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he ſpeaks of the Engliſh Liturgy ac- 
cording to the deſcription they gave 
of it, and there is ſome reaſon to 
ſuſpe&t, that they who gave him 
that account, miſrepreſented the 
caſe. Iam not alone in the Imagi- 
nation. M. Durell is before me w: 
undertakes it at large. But Calvin 
lays moreover video fuiſſe : ſo it had 
been (he thought) in Edward the 
Sixths time , and who knows not 


85 
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vernment, 
&c. p.117- 


what perfeftive alterations have 


been ſince made? Suppoſe at moſt 


he did nor like ſome things, yet this 
is certain, that he did not think it 
worth while to contend about them, 
for ſo he ſays in the ſame Letter. I 
rebus medus ut ſunt externi Ritus facilem 
me & flexibilem prabeo. In ſuch Indiffe- 
rent matters as outward Rites are, Tam 
an eaſy man and ready to be perſwaded. 
And1 give but Two Inſtances more 
that I may have done with him. 
When he writes to Bullger a- 


"1 bout 


Id, ta1d 
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Ep. 120. 
Dat. 1554» 


Ber. Vit. 
Calvinz. 
An. I 530» 


A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
bout Biſhop Hooper's Scruples and 
troubles, he ſays, De piles & eſte 
linea maluiſſem (ut ulla etiam non probem) 
non uſq; adeo ipſum pugnare , idq; etiam 
nuper ſuadebam. Though I do not much - 
like the Square-Cap, and Surplice , yet 1 
wiſh Hooper had not been ſo fierce a- 
gainſt them, aid ſo I lately perſwaded him, 
Yea, in an affair of their own, Bexa 
reports him to have been of the ſame 
temper. Some there were at Geneva 
who had upon ſome pretences in- 
croduc'd the uſe of Unleaven'd Bread 
(and of that only) at the Communion: 
At this others were ſo offended, that 
they inclin'd , rather to ſtay away 
than Communicate, Calvin who 
was then withdrawn from Geneva, 


| hearing of it, adviſed them, ne ob 


iftud <3qoepr litem moverent, ſic obti- 
amt panis ARym uſus, de quo etiam poſtea 
reſtuutus Calvinus nunquam contenden- 
dum putavit , mmime tamen diſſimulans 
quid alioqui efſet magis probaturus. He 

would 
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would not have them quarrel about ſuch 
an Indifferent militer. So the uſe of Un- 
leaven'd Bread was eſtablifhed , which 
when Calvin retwn'd again, he did not 
think fit to make any diſturbance about, 
though be did not difſemble that be rather 
wiſhed, it had been otherwiſe. Ir ap- 
pears then Calvin was-not fo* nflexi- 
ble in all matters of Confyemity as as 


many of our Modern N:©%® are. 


To Calvin and Zanchy it is ealy to Seft- 12. 
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add like Teſtimonies our 6f other yin of 


Authors magnified by the N. C®. 


Govern- 
ment, _ 


M. Durell hath brought about forty, $..115. P- 119. & 


moſtly Divines, as it were ca 
Council, delivering their Opinions 
about Ceremonies and Circumſtan- 
ces of worſhip. All unanimouſly 
agreeing againſt our preſent Diflen- 
ters, that theſe things, viz, the Sur- 
plice and Croſs, &c. are not ſuch, for 
which a eparation is to be made : 
and if all do not ſpeak to every par- 
ticular matter in Controyetfy be- 
G 4 tween 


24 A Diouſe of Supeſtion 
tween us, yet all ſpeak to ſome, 
and ſome to all, by all which ir ap- 
pears, that the Church of England is 
not condemned . by the Reformed 
Churches beyond the Seas, nay ſhe is 
juſtified, nay ſhe is admired. 

For the particular purpoſe of the 
Argument now- jn hand , I offer a 
few of. our own Countrymen, and 
I cannot begin better than with T. 

Bures (Cartwright, who is quoted as profeſ- 
| Fs: Re- fing to oppoſe our Ceremonies as inconvenis 
iy ” ent but not as unlawful , and therefore 
*.. perſwaded Miifters ,, rather to wear the 
Garments than ceaſe their Mmiſtry, and 

taught men torecerve the Sacrament kneel: 

ing, if they could not have it otherwiſe, 

becauſe though the geſture be (as he takes 

it) mcommodioug, yet be ſays it us not 

fomply unlawful. M* Sprint, allo al- 

ſures us, that D* Humfrey , D* Rai- 
Eafland- nokls, Di" Sparks, D* Chalaner, D* Ay- 
45% Yay, MF Chagerton, M* Knewſtubs, 
though they /togd ont and teſtified their 

T3 diſlike 
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diſlike againſt ſundry of the Ceremonies 
eſtabliſied, yet they did in caſe of depri- 
5 vation yield to them, and ſtudiouſly per- 
{ fwaded others in this caſe to this pra- 
$ '; FS | 
Of latter days M* Baxter hath de- 
termin'd, that it may be -very ſinful to 
command ſome Ceremonies , when yet it 
| may be the ſubjets duty to uſe them when 
they are commanded. Upon which Pro- 
- || © poſition. he lays farther: If a thing Bax Di 
| be ſomply unlawful, as being forbid by God church Ge- 
bimſelf , there no command of man can _ : 
make it lawful : But if it be but incon- 
venient,, or evil only by accident, or cir: 
Of cumftance, it is poſſible for the command 
of Governours to take off that accidental 
evil, and make it become a duty. 
I have dwelt at large upon theſe 
Teſtimonies, not becauſe the Rea- 
ſon of the thing is doubtful , ſo as 
to need ſuch a Confirmation, nor 
becaule if it were, other Teſtimonies 
as conſiderable could not be pro- 
duced, 


A Diſcourſe of SuperFition, 
duced, but to comply with the hy- 
mor of the N. C*®. and-to deal with 
them art their own Weapon. They 
have made a great noiſe about the 
conſent ofthe Reformed Churches, and 
did Covenant to endeavour a Reformati: 
on according to the Ex / the beſt 


Reformed Churches ; as if all that go 
under the name of the Reformed 
Churches beyorid -che Seas, did as 
much believe us Superſtitions -as theſe 
men pretend, to believe. Whereas 
belide the Veneration which Span- 


Epiſt. al Hemins expreſles to have for the Or- 
pars. der of the Church of England, in-a time 
range. an. When Conformity went higher than 
1638 of lare days : belides Bogerman's ac- 
knowledgment ar Dort to the Biſhop 
a__ of Landaffe that then was, Domine, nos 
by Divine 7099 ſumus adeo feelices, It was their 
4+ misfortune notto- be under Epiſco- 
pal Government; we have many 
more clear evidences of the great 
relfie& which Foreigners bear to the 
Church of England, I 


[ 
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I conclude this Propoſition with 
the grave and excellent determina- 
tion of St. Auſtm, in which he gives 
account of St. Ambroſe too. Monica 
coming to Milan, and obſerving-the 
Order of the Church there',- that 
they did not faſt on.Saturday as was 
uſual in other Churches, was trou- 
bled about it; for her fatisfaftion 
St. Auſtm adviſes with- St. Ambroſe, 
who anſwers him, and reſolves her, 


by his own practice. - Cun Romam = 


evenio, jejuno Sabbato, cum hic ſum nom 
jejuno ; ſic etiam tu ad quam forte Eccles 
ſtam cvenerss, ejus morem ſerva, ft cuis 
quam non *vis eſſe ſcandalo,nec quenquam 
tibi. When Tam at Rome, I faſt on 
Saturday as they do there, here I do not ; 
ſo I would have you,whereſoever you come, 
obſerve the Order of the place, if you would 


neither give nor take offence. An An- 


{wer which ſatisfied Monica, and pal- 
ſed for an Oracle with St. Auſtm, who 
adds of his own in the ſame Epiſtle : 

Some 
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Some things Univerſal tradition had 
{o confirmed, that he did not think 
ft they ſhould be alter'd, as the Ob- 
"01605 Be of Eaſter and "Whitſuntide, 
ec. but then, Alia que per loca terra- 
rum variantur , ficut eſt quod ali jeju- 
nant Sabbato, ali non, alit quotidie com- 
municant, - aliz certis diebus, 8&Cc. & ſi 
quid aliud hujuſmodi animadverti poteſt, 
Totum hoc genus rerum liberas habet ob- 
ſervationes, nec diſciplna ulla alia eſt m 
his melior, gravi prudentiq; Chriſtians, 
quam ut eo modo agat, quo agere viderit 
Eccleſiam ad. quamcung; forte devenerit ; 
quod enim neq; contra fidemneg; contra bo- 
nos mores injungitur , Indifferenter et 
habendum, &* pro eorum inter quos Viz 
vitur ſecietate ſervandum F As to 
thoſe Obſervances which are divers 
in divers Countries, that ſome faft on 
Saturday, others not ; ſome communi- . 
cate every day , others at ated times : 
All ſuch things as theſe are free, and a 
grave and prudent Chriſtian can follw no 

better 
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better rule , than to behave himſelf. ac» 
cording to the Order of the Church, to 
which be ſhall chance to come : For what 
ſoever is enjom'd that 1s not againſt Faith, 
nor good manners , us to be eſteemed "As 
different, and to be praiſed according 
to the Company with which we converſe. 
St. Auſtin does rightly ſtate the No- 
tion of a thing _— (luppole 
the Surplice) ſomewhat in its own 
nature not neceſlary, therefore in a 
Church that does not enjoin it, it 
may be omitted , ſomewhart in its 
own: nature not Unlawful, therefore 
in a Church that does enjoin it, it 
ought to be uſed. 

5. It is no SuperStitious Opinion to be- RD 
lieve that the Church may appoint ſwgnifi- Litagies, 
cant Ceremonies. "This is another mat- g. g: 
ter wherein the N. C®. ſpeak big. 

It #5 not true that they have any Authority 
to appoint ſienificative Ceremonies, where 
are ſenſible ſi ſigns to affeft the Underſtan- 
ding, this is to.give them Authority to ins 

ſtitute 


_ - - 
— 
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ſtitute Sacraments. Another formerly. 

dwide. All bumane Ceremonies being appropriate 
See Burges fo Gods ſervice, if they be ordam'd to 
is. reach any ſpiritual duty by their Myſtical 
See ſignification, are unlawful: But ſuch are 
theſe T hree, the Surplice, the Croſs m 
Baptiſm, and Kneeling m receiving the 
Communion. Ergo, they are Unlawful. 
There is a clear difference between 

ſigns of Grace inwardly infus'd, and 

ſigns of duty enjoin'd. Ir is the na- 

rure of a Sacrament to be an out- 

ward f{ign of inward Grace. Where- 

fore becauſe Chriſt is the Author of 
Grace, as it belongs to him whoſe 

the deed of Gift is to ſet to his Seal, 

ſo is it the Prerogative of our Lord 

Chriſt to inſtitute Sacraments for his 
Church. Bur ſigns of duty are other 
things, and this diſtinion is thus 
expreſſed by the Learned .M/orton. 
_— There be two acceptions of the word My- 
Chap. tical, one Sacramental by ſignification of 
Grace tonfer'd by God, the other only - 
ral, 


= _ Kk KH _2. 7 


bs tf. 3 & 


The Church of Engl. Vmdicated, &c. 


ral, tems ſome duty of men to God. 
jſtical Cererwnies condemned by 


jocks. Writers , are Sacramental ; afl 
the Ceremmies which we defend, are Mis 
ſtical, Moral, not Sacramental. 
* They who have written of theſe 
things, have given us divers Inftan- 
ces, both out of the Old Teſtament 
and New, where inſignificant Ce- 
remonies have been allowably pra- 
Etiſed, although they have not been 
ſtrictly Sacramental, nor of Divine 
Inſticution. . That which I offer to 
conſideration, is ſomewhat not full 
retorted upon our Adyerſaries, that 
L have any where obferved , there- 
fore I take liberty to inlarge1 upon it, 
when I have firſt moy'd one queſti- 
on. Pur the Caſe a (anon or Confti- 
eution of our Church, ſhould enjoin 
the Sexton to make his Graves Eaſt 
and Weſt, and to take care that they 
who are buried be laid with their 
Feet to the Eaſt. I ask, would it be 
lawtul, 
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lawful, or unlawful, to obey this 
Conſticution ? Unlawful? How can 
that be ſo, when it is commanded, 
which is now generally practiſed, 
and that without ſcruple ? If lawful, 
then is a ſignificant Ceremony al- 
lowed lawtul, for though all men 
may not think of it , or may not ſo 
deſign, yet there can be no doubt 
but the Original of that Cuſtom, had 
a Reſpect to the Reſurrection of the 
Body , and to an expeCtation of 
Chriſts coming to Judgment , the 
belief of which was declar'd by this 
ſignificant Ceremony. 

But that which urge is this. They 
againſt whom we argue, contend 
for ſitting at the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, and that for this rea- 
ſon, becaule it is a ſionificant poſture. 
Thar it is any where in the New-Te- 
ſtament commanded to receive the 
Sacrament ſitting , no man in his 
Wits will lay : Yet the Presbyterians 

have 


— — — 
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have often argued for it, upon the 
account of its {ignificancy. 'Se [I 
have heard it out of the Pulpit. That 
gefture which ought to be kept above all 


the reſt, us Sitting, becauſe though it be 


but a (rcumſtance, yet it hath ſome ſig- 
nificancy in it, becauſe it us a —_ ge- 
ſture. And ſecondly and chiefly, becauſe it 


ſignifies the familiarity that is between 


Chriſt and Believers, Luke 22. 30. 
This Supper is a Type of the Everlaſting 
Supper m Heaven, where one ſhall not ſit 
and another ſtand. 1 name not m 
Author becaule he is long {ince Pas 
but I am certain I do him no wrong. 
And to make it appear that this is 
their DoGrine, I add a Printed Te- 
ſtimony. 

Among the Treatiles that bear 
M" Bradſhaws name, one 1s a Propo- 


ſation concerning Kneelmg at the Sacra- 


ment,wherein are theſe words. Where- Pradth. f- 
as the end of a Sacrament , is to inform tif. p. 


the outward man, by ſenſible demonſtra- © 
H 


tions, 
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tions, it pleaſed our Maſter to uſe ſach 
geſture ; as agreeably with Bread und 

' Wine, ſetteth out onr (ommunion and fþi 
ritual familiarity with bim, and rejoicus 
in him, and therefore as be ſays , If any 
man hear my voice, &c. I will come m to 
him and ſup with bim, and be with me: 
So he ſays, Many ſhall come from the aſl 
and Weſt, and ſhall fit with Abraham, 
&c. By Which place it appears, that a 
by Supper, ſo by ſitting, familiar rejoice: 
ing, or rejoicing familiarity 4s expreſſed. 
Therefore not kneeling but ſitting is for 
receiving. | 

It is plain then, that ſitting is'reck- 
on'd a ſignificant poſture. It is alfo 
plain, thar it is required in the Dire: 

Direc. Ce Efory. 'T he Table being decently covered, 

Commun. and ſo conveniently plac'd, that the Com: 
municants may orderly fu about it,or at it, 
CC. 

I know the pretence is, that the 
do not Inſtitute a fignificant Cer 
mony, "they only retain it,as having 

WAITAl 
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ba] warrant from the Example of our 
ml | Saviour. . So ſays the foremention'd | 
pr Propoſition. Aneling is contrary to 
Wl the Example of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, 
”) | Tho miniſtred aud receiv'd ſuting , or in 
"my ſuch g geſture as in thoſe Countreys Tas 
ml mot uſed ateating, from Which Example 
af to differ Without Warrant framGods Word, 
My cam be without fault ,. ſeeing the Ex: 
amples of holy mew , much more that of 
ey Chit, are to be fallowed except there be 
Jed. ſome reaſonable cauſe to the contrary. = 
for In Anſwer to which I oppoſe 
three thing . 

Firſt, If the Example of Chriſt were 
as they ſay, yet it does no more conclude 
far ow ſitting , than for aur receiving at 
Supper time, $cC. 

Secondly, They have nat the Examjle 
of Griſt for that manney of ſitting which 
they n9w J7ge- | 

Thirdly, & is 6t objalwely certain, 
. whether they have his Example for any 
manaer of fatting at all.. | 
H 2 Sup- 
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- 1. Suppoſe - the moſt, that the 
Apoſtles at: the firſt Inſtitution . of 
the Sacrament, did receive it ſitting, 
where is the Argument-, becauſe 
they did, therefore ſo muſt we ? Let 
this be proved. Where is the part 
cular Command that -makes it our 


duty to follow this Example ? Cedo 


locum and we yield. That muſt not 
be ſaid. What then? Will they ar- 
gue from the Equity of the Exam- 
ple ? 'Let us go on then and ſay, Be- 
cauſe of the ſame Example we'muſt 
receive at night, in an upper room, 


and only Males: For either the 


whole Example binds in all Circum- 
ſances, or-in none ; or ſome differ- 


ence mult be aſſign'd between this 


Circumſtance andthe other of Time 


and place, \&*c. And whar I pra: 
ſhall that be ? Is it becauſe (whic 
is a ſufficient;reaſon) they were but 


. Occaſional-Ethere was no:deſign-in 


Inſticuting and adiminiſtring the Sa- 


crament 
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erament-in- ſuch a place , but be- 
cauſe it was judg'd by our Bleſſed 
Saviout a convenient place; Or at 
night, but becauſe the Paſs-over was 
firlt to be eaten, and that night our 
Bleſſed Saviour was to be betrayed, 
therefore that time of night- was 
- moſt proper, becaule it could nor 
be ſooner, or later. Now let it be 
conſider'd, - was it not alſo Occaſio+ 
nal, that-they receiv'd it fittmg. 7 fo 
as their Maſter found them. at: the 
Paſs-over (as is now ſuppos'd).ſo be- 
ing in haſt, he adminiſters this  Sa- 
crament. - Why therefore ſhonld 
this come into Example rather than 
the other Circumſtances , unleſs 
(which can never be proved): there 
be ſome: indications: m- the Goſpet, 
that it was the pleaſure of our. Lord 
that this-part of hisExample.ſho 
oblige and not the reſt. + -** -1 
Oh ! bur this geſture fignifies:(ﬆ 
Was before faid)anddaes it fo) Who 
42 H 3 can 


1O2L 
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cantell that ? Who may be bold ts 
fay, that the poſture which was'uſed 
npoh occaſion , was intended for 
fignification, when no ſuch thing is 
faid, only rhe wits of men have de- 
viſed this reaſon, and imagin'd a fip- 


- nificanty in it ? . But be ir fo, May 


not then alſo ſome ſignification be 
faſten'd upon the time and place} 
lc is beſt to receive in an upper 
room : this Tignifles the exalted 
Aire to which Believers are receiv'd, 
and by which they are dignified, 
whereby alſo they are rais'd up to a 
hearneſs ro Heaven in that holy Or- 
dinance. Again, it is beſt to receive 
at hight : this ſignifies, afrer a poor 
Sinner harh been wearied in his days 
6f ſin, 'as men at night run to their 
reft after the 1zbours of the'day ; fo 
how afrer the1abours of fin, Returi 
to thy reft, O.nmy Soul, forthe Lird hath 
went 'bountifully with thee, Pl. 116. 
—__—_—————— 


. 
— 
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and Þ will give you reſt, Math. 11. I 
dare ſay as good Texts to prove re- 
ceiying at night, as ſitting with Abra- 
bam in the Kingdom of God proves 
the poſture. "Thus is it eaſy to de- 
vile and imagine; and if this ſhall be 
thought. a worſhipping God after 
our own devices (as the men who 
ſeem ſo much to abhor Supertition 
will be ready to ſay) I ſee not bur 
they who contend ſo much for (it- 
ting, will be guilty, unleſs they can 
make it appear that the Holy Scri- 
pture hath rather recommended one 
than another. Now if I ſhould re- 
peat thoſe Tragical Declamations 
- againſt adding to the word of God, Will- 
Worſhip, and mens devices in the Worſhip 
of God, of which their writings are 
full ; how would they all or > 
For what is, if this be not worſhip- 
ping God after mens Imaginations, 
when they will make diflerences 
where our Bleſſed Saviour hath 
H 4 made 
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made none? And yet this is the beſt 
that can be ſaid of this Caſe : for . 
this ſuppoles that Chriſts Example 
recommends ſitting. | 


2. Whereas this is farther to be ſaid, 


They have not ſo much as Exam- 
ple for that manner of fitting which 
Marth. 25. ehey now urge : Amwuilo and armimear, 
' the two words uſed by the Evange- 
| = upon this occaſion, do not figni- 
e ſuch a fitting as is now in uſe : It 
is therefore generally agreed, that 
their poſture was moxe like to lying 
| than fitting. Sothar the beſt of their 
Argument can be bur thus : Becauſe 
our Bleſſed Saviour gave the Sacra- 
ment to his Diſciples in that geſture 
which they ufed at Meals, which 
was a kind' of lying , therefore we 
ought ro receive it in the geſture 
now ufed at Meals which 1s {ttting : 
where we muſt deſire their Logick 
to tell us, what degree of-neceſlity 
"in this Grnide) Likes they did 
12, png 
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one thing, we mult do another. Yet 
neither is this the worſt of it, all 
this is but a ſuppoſition of that 
which they are never able to prove. 
For 

3- It is notabſolutely certain, in + 
what poſture they did then receive 
the Lords Supper. Probably they 
continued in the ſame poſture, bur 
who can peremptorily conclude it ? 
Who can demonſtrate to the con- 
trary, but that when our Bleſfled Sa- 
viour, while they were eating, {o- 
lemnly betook himſelf to the Inſti- 
' tution of a new Sacrament, ' they to 
addreſs themſelves to a new ſervice, 
might betake themſelves to a new 
geſture? I cannot prove they did, 
nor (for ought I can find) can any 
body prove they did not. There is 
nothing concluftve in any of the 
Evangeliſts, that they did certainly 
- continue in the ſame poſture; Un- 
[cls the Order of St. Luke be infifted 


on, 
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on, Who (Chap. 22.) after the Inſti- 
tution of the Sacrament hath chele 
words, But bebold the hand of him that 
betrays me 1s With me at the Table. Which 
Order ſignifies little to thoſe who 
wall not yield Judas to have been ar 
the Sacrament (as divers of our Ad- 
verlaries willnot) but admit he was 
there, as ſeems very probable , yet 
though chey were all ar the ſame ta- 
bleas before (and who can demon- 
ſtrate but ir might be another table) 
yet ir does not appear certain , that 
they were inthe {ame poſture as be- 
fore. This doubt. I move, not as a 
thing init {elf conſiderable, but to 


repreſent how ſtrongly ſome men 


(andeventheſame who call ſomuch 
for Scripture grounds, and for a di- 
vine warrant for Circumſtances of 
worſhip as minute asthis) will build 
upon probabilities, when it ſerves 


their turn, Becaule it is not ſaid they 
role up, itis by conſequencegatherd 


they 
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fax ill tf they did, it was tror 
= of ſitting, but another. 
If they had fate as we, yet this Ex- 
araple is no friore obligatory , than 


it is to other Cireutnſtances hn the 
ſame Inſtitution. Ye — all 


ift 
us they call it Superſtition. 


The lifting uprhe hand at heOo- 


venant , the laying the hand upon 
the Book in fivearing and other like 
Ceremonies, have been obje@ted to 
them by others, 1 urge not'thar, but 


udenter ce ntnaby + veill 


_ appear, thatmany o theN. 
k wy Ac hk they falpe&t fb much 
ae time ina nice Ceremony, 
yer carr theehielves allow and uwge 
the uſt of a Ceremony, andtharih 
2 Religious matter, and becaiife irs 
N22 alchough the particular 


Ceremony 
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—_— no where. in Scripture 


Set. 15. They who Shes endeayour'd to 
ſertle Presbyterated and Aſſociated 
Churches, have derermin'd to do it by 
way of (ovenant, ſo conſenting to be 
2 Member of ſuch a Church. The 
Agreement ofthe Aſſociated Church- 
es in Worceſterſhire, will give us light 
in this thing; who = exprels 

Armen themſelves. ye Be Miniſters ſhould 

of the Aſſo 

ciated have a particular knowledge of their 

Cores: * Charge, which now is uncertain, and for 

SY divers other. reaſons propounded and debas 
ted among us ; We judge it cvery fit, if 
not of neceſſity, to deſire a more expreſs 

fignification of our peoples conſent, to our 

AMmiſtry and Miniſterial aftions, and 
in particular to ſubmit to this diſciple, as 
the members of that particular Church, 
Afterwards they tell us in what form 


of words ghey require this wi to 
: given. 
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7 do conſent tobe a. ember fi 
particular, Church: of Chrift a —— 
whereof —— Teacher, 8c: 


7 The reaſons why chi requi- 


red, Mr Baxter gives in his Explica- 
tion of that reement , . not as His vid. 
own, but as thoſe that moy'd-the 
Aſſociation to'make that determinan- 
on. The reaſons are Twelve. In-all 
which there is not {onch/as a-pre- 
cence of a divine Inſtitution 7 nay:it 
is _— in the Preface, :that.the 
it ſelf of this conſent” 59 ndt particularly 
jake Kine = Baxter- after..che 
reaſons addsthis: Memorandum :; 'Re- 
member yet. that 1 maintanghat God does 
in Scripture: require; only conſent: ſuguifeed 
(a thing which-Idq not-now debate) 
but bath not tyed us to-thu. or that-partir 
cular ſign, ' for ' fenifing #, but baving 
given us general Rules, that all thmgs-he 
done to Edification, decently, 8c. be hath 


bft ic it to bumane prudence/to determine: of 
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the: particular fign , whether voice, ſub 
ſcription, &c. $0 then; ſuch a = 
of words is ewn'd to be z ſign ſigni- 
fying conſent. Iris alſo own'd a fign 
requir'd only upon General Rules of | 
Scripture. What unpardanable crime 


is:ir-chen,, if che Church of England 


ree upon lame Ceremonies ſignifi- 
; by virtue of the CR 
Railes, .of 'Edification and Decency? 
Inquhich-Oaſcs if private men will 
be/fo-wileas to abound in their own 
ſnle, whether or-no luch' things be 
decent \apudedifying , the Game MF 
Saxrertharh yracas. Fury ;Contro- 
wverly. in he-ifame place: where 
cabugh he uflert, tharthe Paſtorsare 
4£0.confulr wichthe people about the 
comveniencez-yerhe. poſitively con- 
cludes: "That people art:20 obey the deter- 
mutationef their guides. And how now 
<omes ir to ipaks .that'»the power 
which they. incheir times. aflum'd, 
Whould be denied the:Church.of Ma: 
| land, 
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bs } land; rviz, Power and Authority to 
n | appoiitt ſignificant Ceremonies ? 
FE If they will diſtinguiſh berween 
n Diſcipline and Worſhip, and allow 
of | a ſignificant Ceremony in thar, bur 
& | notinthis, I reply, that in their con- 
1 | rentions for Diſcipline aboor 
; Hookers tire, that Axiome of theirs 
F { Nothing ought to be eſtabliſhed m the 
\ | Church, which is not commanded by the 
1 word of God was applied to Diſci- 
l pline as well as worſhip, and there- 
. fore Degrees m the Univerſities, WW 
r | - Church-Offices and Dignities were ftruck Sc 5. 
at. Yea, they did afhrm, that the 


Diſciplme was no fmall part of the Goſpel, Smoy of 
re ere wr erm 6 hk "5 ad wy 
right Religion , that they who rejeRt the pitt.” 
Diſciple refuſe to have Chriſt rewgn over 
them, However itis clear, A Roni 
cant Ceremony 'becauſe allowed in 
Diſcipline,is notin the Natnre of the 
thing unlawful. Nor does it deſerve 
the name 'of a Sacrament properly 

0 


eat 


Sect. 16. 


Preface to 


the Liturgy, 


of Ceremo- 
WIS, 
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fo called. Nor does the Church 
England deſerveto be upbraided wi 
ſuperſtition becauſe of ſuch appoint- 
If theſe grounds befirm and good, 
Iconclude that the Rites and ( eremo- 
nies of the Church of England , unleſs 


they be either. burdenſome in their | 


Number, or requir'd as, ſomewha:. 
in nature and kind, greater and more 
neceſſary than things Idierent, are 

not faulty or ſuperſtuions.. | 
: Both which Caſes deſerve Conſi- 
x. If our Rites be in their nature 
Innocent, no man hath reaſon to find 
faultwith their Number. The Com- 
pilers of our Liturgy have beenaware, 
that an Objeftion might be here 
made, /and have taken care to pre- 
vent the:ſcruple. 'Some (ceremonies are 
put away , becauſe the great exceſs and 
multitude of them bath ſo increas d im 
theſe latter days, that the burden of them 
was 
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| Was intolerable , whereof St.. Auſtin im 
his time complam'd, &c. This our ex- 
| ceſſive multitude was ſo great; and many 
of them ſo dark, that they did more con- 
found and darken , than declare and ſet 
| forth ( briſts benefits tous: That Com- 
plaint of St. Auſtm , is in his Epiltle 
- to Januarius, where he acknowledges. 442.7im- 
| Eng enim neq; hoc mveniri poſſit, wn 
 quomodo contra fidem ſmt ; ipſam tamen 
| Religionem, quam, pauciſſmus C&* mant- 
fe eſti/ſamis celebrationum ſacraments, mi- 
ſericordia Dei eſſe liberam -volut ; ſervi- 
» libus oneribns premunt, ut toler abilior ſat 
4. conditio Judorum. Admit that ſuch obſer- 
* Vances be not againſt the Goſpel ; yet in 
J- as much as the Merciful God would have 
Religion free from the burden of many ( e- 
q remonies ; they have ſo cloz'd it with bur- 
denſome ſervices, that the condition of the 
4 - Jews was more tolerable than of ( brifti- 
, ; ans now adays. That there may be no 
#. ſuch Cauſe of Complaint among us, 
F che ( burch of England hath beenvery 
| ” mode- 
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moderate inthisthing. Not ſo as to 
eſcape the ill will of her Adverſaries, 
when they were relolv'd to find 
fault; for the Preface tothe Direftory 
complains of the many unprofitable and 
burdenſome ( eremonies , contam'd in the 
Liturgy, which occaſion'd much nuſchief : 
yer in cool blood ſome of the party 

Pi-of Li are conſtrain'd to acknowledge the 
99. number of Ceremonies retamn'd m our 
Church,pretending to any legal Authority, 

but ſmall. The Surplice, and Croſs, and 
Kneeling at Sacrament are we think all. 

And they do us much wrong if they 

refuſe this acknowledgment. For a 

great number of obſervations which 
obtain in the Church of Rome in the 
Celebration of theSacraments (which 

from their number of even we have 
reduc'd to Two) and in other parts 

of Divine Worſhip, have no place 

in the Church of England, left they 
{ſhould divert the minds of men from 
worſhipping God in ſpirit and truth. 

Cere- 
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Ceremonies harmlels in themſelves 


may yet be hurtful in reſpect of their 
number, therefore hath our Church 
abrogated a great number of Saints- 
days and other like Cuſtoms, as M* 
Hooker hath obſerved. 

Wherefore ſuch is the prelent ſtate 
of our Church, that we may ſecurely 
defy our Adyeraries in this matter, 
if it were as eaſy to cure their Jea- 
louſies of what may be, as toanſwer 
their objections againſt what is eſta- 
bliſhed. Burt here they make difhcul- 
ry. Though our prelent Number of 
Ceremonies be but ſmall, yet they 
raiſe a doubt, how far a Church may 
go ; how many Ceremonies may be 
eſtabliſh'd, before the number be w 
denſome. Where is the Maximum quod 
102, andthe .Amimum quod fic of ſu- 
perſtition. This is thought a great 
Argument why no Ceremonies, (be- 
yond what are of direct neceſſity) 


ſhould be impoſed ; becauſe of the 


Impoſſibility to fix a point, where the In- Two me 
I 2 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition, 
poſer will ſtop. For do but once grant that 
the Magiſtrate hath power to impoſe, and 
then we ly at his mercy how far he will go. 
And they who allow our preſent 


number to be bur ſmall, yer think- 


them too many, becauſe, though there 
be no more Ceremonies eſtabliſhed by law 
as yet, there are many probationers, and 
they can ſee no reaſon \, but the Churches 
power if allowed to appoint any (ſave on- 
ly ſuch, without which the ſervice of God, 
would apparently to all rational men , be 
perform'd indecently and diforderly) may 
appoint Hundreds. It is alſo one of 
M" Baxters reaſons, againſt the Im- 


poling Crofling, and the Surplice, 


BaxterDiſ- &*c, When we once beam to let m Hu- 


put. of Ch. 
Govern- 
ment, p. 


477» 


mane Mythical Rites , we ſhalt never 
Rnow where to flop, or make an end. On 
the ſame ground,that one age invents three 
or four, the next think they may add as 
many : and ſo it will grow to be a point of 
devotion, to add a new Ceremony (as at 
Rome i hath done) till we have more 
than we well know what to do with. 


[| 
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I anſwer. The Writings of Mo- 
raliſts are not. thought defeCtive, 
chough,when they have given Gene- 

" ral Rules for Temperance, thatmen 
may not drink till they diſable their 
Reaſon, and impair their health, exc. 
they do not delcend particularly to 
determine how many Glaſſes a man 
may drink, and preciſely to ſay, fuch 
a draught makes him Intemperate. 
Nor did ME Chillmgworth think, he 
was wanting to his Adyerlary, who 
counted it prodigiouſly ſtrange,that Pro- — 
teitants could not be mduc'd to give in a Prtet.e+c. 
particular Catalogue of points Fundamen- ON 
tal , when he calls i an WUnreaſonable 
demand, becauſe variety of Circumſtan- 
ces makes it impoſſible to ſet down an ex- 
aft Catalogue of them. 

I think I may have as'much rea- 
fon, to reckon it no Imperfe&tion in 
this diſcourſe, if I do not venture pun- 
Etually to determine , how great 4 
number of Ceremonies may be re- 

l 3 quired, 
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quired, before we come at Superiti- 
tion. When the number becomes {o 
great that the ſhadow darkens' the 
{ubſtance : When the ſubſtantial ſer- 
vice of God, which ſhould be per- 
formed in ſpirit and truth, is preju- 
dic'd by the attendance that is given 
to the ourward Ceremony : when 
the uſe of the means renders us unca- 
pable ro obtain the end ; then does 
it rife to that exceſſive multitude of 
which our Church ſpeaks. Bur be- 
cauſe the uſe of our liberty in other 
lawful things, cannot be fix'd in an 
Indiviſible point, bur alters accord- 
ing to the various Circumſtances of 
times, and perſons, and conditions, 
and relations of men; therefore no 
wile man will give one particular 
determinate rule, which ſhall oblige 
equally in all Caſes. | 

In like manner as our Church 
reckons Ceremonies Indifferent, fo 
at the lattice tinie are they concluded 
alterable, 
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alterable, and it is acknowledged, 


that upon weighty and 1 important conſude- Preface to 


theLiturgye 


rations, accordmg to the Various exigency 
of times and occaſions , ſuch changes and 
alterations ſhould be made Pa. as to 
thoſe m place of Authority ſhould from 
time to time ſeem either neceſſary or expe- 
dient. And here ſure muſt thething 
reſt. It muſt be left ro the prudence 
of our Governours. If they ſhall im- 
poſe any thing in which x 6 Conſci- 
ences of people are not ſatisfied ; If in 
cruth ir ſhall be believed thar the 
number of Ceremonies enjoin'd is lo 
great, that the means diflerve the 
end; that what is ordain'd as an help 
ro Piety and Devotion, does rather 
hinder it : theſe perſons ſo diſlatish- 
ed about the number, are in the ſame 
caſe with thoſe who are diſſatisfied 
abour the nature of an Injunction. It 
they ſcruple without cauſe, and are 
not duly inform'd, their {cruples do. 
notrender the Injunction unlawful in 


14 it 
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it ſelf. Nevertheleſs, the Do&trine of 
our Church does not encourage them 
ro act againlt their Conſciences, they 
muſt peaceably ſuffer where they 
cannot a&t. No doubt, bur it is pol- 
ſible Church-Governours (who a- 
mong us do not pretend to Infallibi- 
liry) may in ſome things be miſta- 
ken : Yer ſuch things as theſe muſt 
be left to their determination. For is 
it not ſo elſewhere? There may be 
roo many Ale-Houles in a Town, 
and it may be difficult ro determine 
exactly how many are ſufhicient,and 
where the number will exceed, but 
is it therefore unlawful for the Juſti- 
ces to licence any? There may be 
in a Countrey, or Town, Pariſhes 
roo many for the Maintenance, ar 
co0 few far the people, and it may 
be difficult for Authority to know 


 exa&tly how many are needful and 


convenient ; Shall there be therefore 
no diviſion made into ſeveral, for 
fear 
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fear leſt there ſhould be roo many or 
too few ? Whar if there be the ſame 
difficulty in adjuſting the true num- 
ber of Ceremonies ? yer in as much 
as itis neceſſary there {ſhould be ſome, 
becauſe elſe Religion inthe ſubſtance 
would ſuffer and decay ; therefore is 
it alſo lawful for our Goyernours to 
make a determination in this mat- 
er. 

TheDetermination of which num- 
ber muſt proceed upon the ſame 
Rules of Decency, Order, and Edif- 
cation, which give a law to the kind 
and nature of Ceremonies. And in 
this General may men reſt (arished till 
the number ſhall grow doubtful. 
Then it will concern private perlons 
to take heed as totheir own pra&tice, 
that the Ceremony do not deyour 
the ſubſtance. Bur becaule art preſent 
there is no reaſonable Caule to fear ; 
becauſe the Ceremonies that arenow 
xequird are fo tew, thatnoman may 

with- 
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A Diſcourſe of Superitition, 
without peeviſhnels quarrel at their 
number, if they be Innocent in their 
natureand uſe, therefore I return from 
this digreflion to conſider that in the 
next place. 

2. The Rites and Ceremonies of 
our Church are not required as things 
in their nature neceffary, but Indiffe- 
rent. 
The uſe of the Croſs at Baptiſm is 
thus accounted for, as being purg'd 


from all Popiſh ſuperſtition and error, and 


 reducdmthe Church of England to the 


primary Tiſtitution of it , upon thoſe true 


Rules of Doftrine concernmg things In- 
different, which are conſonant to the word 
of God andthe Judgment of all Antient 
Fathers, &c. And upon the ſame 
Rules of Doctrine are our other Cere- 
monieseſtabliſhed. For ſo the Pre- 
faceto the Litmrgy expreſſes it. The 
Ceremonies that remain , are retain'd for 
a Godly Diſcipline and Order, which (up- 
en jult caufes) may be alter d and chang d, 


and 
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and therefore are not ty 'be efteemi'd e: 
. with ee ke Andthe eos er 
was mide upon'thelaft eſtabliſhimett 
ſays. The particular forms of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and'the Rites and Ceremonies appoin- 
ted to be us d therem, are things in thei 
own Nature Indiflerent and alterable and 
fo acknowledged. Words 'too plain to 
need a Comment, and lyable to'tto 
Objection that 1 can foreſee, wiitels 
one of thefettvothings ſhall be reply- 
ed both upon'them, and all that hath 
hitherto been ſaid in this marrer. 

Firſt, Thar ſome'things 'afe 'e- 
quir'd under the Notion of thirips 
different, which are nor'fo. w— 

Secondly, Be'it granted that fotrte 
Indifferent things may be irnposd, yer 
it does not follow that all ray, 'or 
that the things in controvetfy tnay. = 

We (ay, the things they {&ruple Sec. 17. 
are requird bur as'things Trlifferent as 
indeethey ate. They arenorallfa- 
risfied <0 think ſo'of them. Thetime 


was, 
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was, when T. C. did oppoſe our Ce- 
remonies, not as unlawful, but as in- 
convenient, as hath been already ſaid. 
And M* 4ſhin the Epiſtle to his Fu- 
neral Sermon on M* Gataker, when 
he had named Cartwright,and Hilder- 
ſham, and Dod, &c. he lays of them, 
though theſe men diflik d the uſe of ſuperſti- 
tious Ceremonies , yet. they oppos'd their 
Tenents and praftice, who ſeparated from 
the Church of England, condemning it 
and the Miſtry of i it as Antichriſtian. 
The ſeparation is, it ſeems, now ad- 
vanc'd, for there are menthat reckon 
there is more ſuperitition among us, 
than was believ'd formerly,and there- 
| a__— bh fore ſeparate farther from us. It 5s de- 
remon. þ.8. nied now that theſe are thmgs of Indiffe- 
rencyto beusd (as is requir d) in the /* 
rvice of God. And whereas it is 
poſed that we {ay that the Impoſition 
of Rulers makes Indifferent things 
ceaſe to be Indifferent, they anſwer. 


Fug They are not Indifferent in the Jugs 


_ 
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of Diſſenters, though they be ſo m ours. Exedt. «- 
Fo pres —_ probable Argus ning con 
ments to judge it unlawful to Miniſter mat 
_ Surplice , to ſign with the ſign of the 
Crols m Baptiſm, and to kneel m the 
Aft of receiving the Lords Supper. Yea 
theſe things are ſo far from being In- 
different, that they arethought ſo Un- 
lawful, as that becauſe of them peo- 
ple ſeparate from our Churches. For 
whatever reaſons may per{wade their 
Guides notto conform, yet the peo- 
ple ſeparate from us, that they may 
not partake with our Ceremonies, or 
for a worle reaſon. 

[ could not alrogether omit ſo ne- 
ceſlary a part of my Diſcourſe, but 
becaule it hath been ſo often faid, I 
| paſs it in fewer words. Where no Law Rom. 4: 

is there is no Tranſereſſion. That which 
is not forbid is not Unlawful. Are 
theſe Rites and Ceremonies forbid in 
the word of God ? By what Text ? 
perhaps by the ſecond Commandment, or 


by: 
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q by thoſewords of St. Matth. Teaching 
for Doctrine the Commandments. of men : 
* Ch. x5. or by the Text of Will-Wor- 
ſhip, 2 ( olaſ. or becauſe wemay not add 
te, nor dimuniſh. from, the word of God, 
Deuteron, 4. Now becauſe the Sur- 
plice, and (roſs, and Keeling, are not 
named in theſe Texts (as was upon 
occaſion faid before) therefore Con- 
ſequences mult be drawn from them, 
| andlabour'dto long, till the Conclu- 
ſian muſt hold as firm as confidence 
can make it. Becaule the ; gran Com- 
mang forbids making and worſhip- 
ing graven Images, therefore all de- 
vices and Inventions of mans brain 
muſt have no place in Divine Wor- 
ſhip. Ergo, what ? Ergo, rend the 
Surplice, *c. AS if the Baſon at the 
Desk were not as much the device of 
man as. the Font ,” and the Direftory 
were nat as obnoxious as the Ru- 
brick. 
If aur Church did equal her com- 


mands 
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mands to the word of God, then were 
ſhe guilty of adding tothe word,and 
eſtabliſhing the Commands of men 
inthe room of the DoCtrines of God. 
If any accidents may bring our Rites 
within the compals of ſome general 
prohibitions, the Unlawfulneſs of 
them upon that account, will be to 
be conſider'd in what next follows. 
If they ſhall be denied Indifferent in 
their own Nature, and yet no one 
Text of Scripture can be produc'd 
that ſpeaks one word about them, 
they who ſhall fo deny, do both 
bring an Unanſwerable prejudice 
againſt all the particular eſftabliſh- 
ments, made by the General Rules 
of prudence, whether by the Pref- 

byterians or Independents, and do allo 
_ quite miſtake the nature of a thing 
Indifferent. 

If we deſcend to particularInſtan- 
ces, I deſire to know, why the Sur- 


plice is not as Indifleremtas a Gown or 
þ Cloak. 
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Cloak. Not becauſe it is, a white 
Garnient , for then why are not 
Bands Unlawful ? And where is the 
Text that forbids white more than 
black ? Nor becaule it is of ſuch a 
faſhion ; for the Scripture gives no 
more directions for the ſhaping of a 
Cloak than a Surplice. Why then ? 
Surely either becaule it is thought 
decent or ſignificant , or becauſe it is 
appropriated to divine wor ſhip. 

x. If it be decent, then 1s it no Er- 
rour to think it ſo; then the Apoſto- 
lical Canon, let all thmgs be done decent- 
ly, juſtifies and maintains iv. And is 


It not decent? Does nature teach ſo, 


to whom St. Paul appeals > We do 
not find any inbred ſhame, as if we 
did ſomewhat Unnatural in the uſe 
of it. Does Scripture pronoudce it un- 
comely? We cannot find it. There 
is no other Rule for Decency , but 
either common eſtimation, ot the 
pleaſure of our Governpurs ; for the 

latter 
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latter we are ſecure, and ſer peeviſh- 
nels aſide, tear not being condemn'd 
by the former. 

2. Peradventure it is thought ſig- 

nificant, therefore not Indifferent. | 
anſwer: thar a ſignificant Ceremony (if 
this ſhould be fuch) only as ſuch, i 
not ſuperſtitious. But who told our 
men of {cruples, that it is urg'd as 
ſignificant of Candor and Purity ? 
By what Canon or Rabrick is any man 
oblig'dto haveſuch an Opinion ofit ? 
Whatever others, who may have a 
better Opinion of {1gnificant Cere- 
monies, may think of it, he who is 
ſatisfied to wear it as a decent Gar- 
ment , tranſgreſſes no Law, if he 
think no more. | 

3. Is it unlawful and not Indiffe- 
rent, becauleit is appropriated to Divine 
Service * This it ſeems is DF Collmgs Joon of 
ſcruple, who thinks it Unlawful to wear 7: 80. 
any habit pecultarly appropriated to the 
worſhip of God. 1 wonder then how it + 

k a 
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can be lawful tolean on a Pulpit 
Cuſhion, or to uſe a Communion 
Cup, if the Church-Wardens ſhould 
be ſo ſuperſtitious as to lock them up 
and. preſerve them from all other 
uſes. If there be any thing in Scri- | 
pture that forbids the uſe of a Gar- 

ment upon any of thele accounts, 
ſomewhat will be offer'd worth con- 


ſidering, till then, we continue to 
believe it hdifferent and free from ſus 


perſtition. | 

2. Why is not Aneeling,erc. Indiffe- 
rent? not becauſe it is a poſture, for 
ſo is ſitting , bur becauſe it is ſuch a 
poſture. And whatis it ? A poſture 


-us'd 'upon any ſuperſtitious Opinion ? 


Let us know what that is. Is it ſul- 
pected to ſignifie our Adoration of 
the Elements ? The Declaration of our 
Liturgy delivers us from that ſuſpici- 
on,and authorizes usto reckon them 
pitifully F5norant , or monſtroufly 
Uncharitable, who after ſo plain a 

Decla- 
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Declaration will ſuſpe& it. Wha it 
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ſignifies we there read. T his Order 9:4" fo 


ble and grateful acknowledgment of the be- 
nefits of Chriſt , and for the avoiding of 
prophanation and diſorder. If it be un- 
lawful to ſignify humility and cthank- 
fulneſs,why do we ar any time kneel 
or lift up our hands and eyes to 
Heaven? Or if it be unlawtul to 
avoid prophanation and diſorder, 
then let St. Paul be reproved for ſet- 
ting things in Order in the Church 


of Corinth. Till I can find ſome Text 


| that forbids Kneeling , or till I can 


be ſatisfied that ſome ſuperſtitious Opi- 
nion gives occaſion toit, I mult con- 
tinue to reckon this allo different. 
3. And tothe ſame purpoſe I lay 
of the Croſs at Baptiſm. How ſuperiti- 
tiouſly the _— ſe it, I ſhall have 
occaſion to ſay, but our uſe of it be- 
ing no where in Scripture forbid, un- 
leſs it can be proved, that our 3oth 
K 2 Canon 


dminif. *; 
is well meant for a ſtonification of our bum- i Com 
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A Diſcourſe of Superſtition; 
Canon (of which before) gives a falſe 
Account of it, unleſs there be ſome 
Popiſh (or other) ſuperſtition or error ' 

om - which it is not ſufficiently 
purg'd, it remains in its nature hdif- 


ferent. Our general Anſwer inall is, 


as before, Where no Law is, there is no 
Tranſgreſſion. What is not forbid, is al- 
lowed, is not Unlawful. 

2. There may be ſome who will 
grant that ſome Hudifferent things may 
be Impos'd, yet will not yield that 
our Ceremonies therefore may, be- 
cauſe of ſome objeftions againſt 
them, which have not equal force 
againſt all marters Tndifferent. Such 
are thele two thought to be. 

1. The caſe of Scandal and give- 
ing offence to weak Brethren. 

2. Becauſe they have been abus'd 
among the Papiſts. 

I ſhould be aſham'd to mention 
theſe things wherein the N. C®. have 


been ſooken an{wer'd, did Inot con- 


{der, 
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{ider, that ill this be cleard, the 
prejudice which 1 defire to remove 
will ſtill remain;for if for theſe reaſons 


Conformity be Unlawful, then may | 


it ſeem , that they who either im- 
pole or practiſe it, have an undue 
opinion of that which is ſo unlawtul, 
and that opinion ſhall be ſuſpected 
of ſuperſtition. 1 proceed therefore 
to ſay, If they who impoſe thele 
Rites, did not in truth judge them 
expedient and decent in the worſhip 
of God, only becauſe they think 
them barely lawtul, they urge them 
as believing many ſcrupulous minds 
will beoffended at them, and there- 
fore they lay them as Snares, and 
take adyantage to incommode and 
bring under a penalty , thoſe who 
ſcruple them ; this might be called 
Tyranny, but not properly ſupertition, 
and ſo would not reach'our Caſe. 1 
make not this ſuppoſition as if E 
would tempr any diſſatisfied man ſo 
K 3. (Q 
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to judge of them, for _— it is 
no leſs than a blaſpheming of Dig- 
nities, to think they enact Confor- 
mity for this reaſon. But find they 
who pretend to be diſſatisfied will 
thus ſulpe&t. And M* Bagſhaw thus 
expreſles it, Whoever obtrudes his con- 
ceits upon others, who perhaps are not ſo 
well ſatisfied as he is ; becomes impious to 
God, by mvading his ſovereignty , and 
lording it over another mans Conſcience 3 
and likewiſe injurious to men, by preſſms 
ſuch things as are only baits to the careleſs, 
and traps for the Conſcientious. Unleſs 
there be more hypocriſy than ſuper- 
Fition in our Governours, this cannot 
be thecaſe, for they profeſs to have 
done that which to their beſt underſtand- 
mgs they conceiv'd might moſt tend to the 
preſervation of peace and unity in the 
Church, the procurmg of Reverence, and 
exciting of Devotion, in the publick wor- 
ſhip of God, and the cutting off occaſion 
from them that ſeek occaſion of cavil or 

quarrel 
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quarrel againſt the Liturgy of the Church, 
They have then impoſed nothing, 
but what they judg'd not only law- 
ful, but expedient; which Impoſiti- 
ons being already prov'd Indifferent, 
unleſs the Circumſtances that attend 
them render them ſuch, may not be 
judg'd ſuperſtitions. 

; l - Kr to be conſider'd, 
whether either of the two ſuſpicions 
now mention'd, be reaſon enough 
to charge our way of worſhip as ſu- 
perſtitious. 

1. Suppoſe the Governours of the 
Church donot err in eſteeming theſe 
things in their own nature different, 
yet lay Diſſenters, in asmuch as they 
are offenſive to many Godly and 
Conſcientious men, they ought nor 
to be impos'd ; or if they be, it will 
be doubtful, whether the great opi- 
nion they have of ſuch matters, as 
ro enjoin them notwithſtanding 
their offenſiveneſs, be not a fuperſti- 
tus Opinion. K 4 PDA 
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I anſwer. If the A& for Unifor- 
mity ſhould contradict thoſe Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel ,- that oblige us 
not to lay ſtumbling-blocks, nor give of- 
fence to our weak Brather ; in as much 
as giving offence and not walking chari- 
tably are the ſame thing, this proce- 
dure would be a treſpaſs againſt the 
ſecond Table, rather than the Firſt, 
would be uncharitableneſs rather than 
ſuperſtition. It will be replyed. Though 
directly it be an offence againſt our 
Neighbour , yet reductively it is 
againſt the Firſt Table, becaule ſuch 
a practice is declarative of ſome un- 
due and ſuperſtitious Opinions of thoſe 
things which are ſo impos'd. Letir 
be added therefpre. So long as pri- 
vate perlons are not determin'd by 
the Lays of their Superiors, it con- 
cerns them warily to uſe their liber- 
ty, to take heed that their doing that 
which is lawful, may not tempt 


echersjo do the ſame. thing, while 
* they 
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they judge it unlawful, which is the 
offending of our Brother, of which 
St. Paul ipeaks to the Romans and Co- 
rinthians,who only diſcourſes of what 


ought to be done in thoſe Caſes, 


where no lawful power had inter- 
pos'd, to determine them one way 
or other. For eating fleſh and letting 
it alone were both lawful, and re- 
main'd Indifferent in nature and uſe 
too: Now fo long as the caſe re- 
mains thus, the Law of not ſcanda- 
lizing a weak Brother is a Moral 


Law, becaule it is an inſtance of the 


great Law of loving our Neighbour as 
our ſelves, and doing to others 4s we would 
have them do to us , wherefore ſo far 
as it is praCticable it obliges. Bur 
this may not be extended to diſob- 
lige the ſubje&t from obeying his 
ſuperiours in lawful things, nor to 
diſable the Magiſtrate from making 

laws in things Indifferent. 
Firſt, it does not diſoblige the ſuh- 
ject, 
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ject, becauſe the law ef obedience 
to our Superiors being alſo a Moral 
Law, either we are at the ſame time 
oblig d by two laws which contra- 
di&t, or one mult yield to the other. 
If wearing the Surplice offend, I muſt 
either diſobey the Magiſtrate, or of- 
fend my Brother. Which then of 
theſerwo mult give place ? Accord- 
ing tothe N. C®. we muſt relinquiſh 
2 certain Rnle for that which is un- 
certain. What the Magiſtrate com- 
mands 1s certain, it is alſo certain, 
that I am in my Conſcience reſoly'd 
of the lawfulneſs of that which is fo 
Commanded (taking it abſtra&tly 
from its offenſiveneſs) If I muſt now 
demur in my obedience leſt I give 
offence, how ſhall I certainly know 
whether I offend or no ? how ſhall I 
know how many I may offend ? 
What aflurance ſhall I have but my 
Non-Conformity may offend as ma- 
ny on the other ſide? I ſhall now 

proceed 


Sl; had 5s A Mis Head 
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proceed by an uncertain Rule, be- 
caule I know not whither it will 
carry me, and am in a Caſe where- 
| in one Moral Law muſt give place 
to another. Whereas upon our 
Principles things are fairly reconcile- 
able. In matters undetermin'd by 
Law, where we are at our liberty, 
we muſt walk charitably and take 
heed that we give no offence, that 
our liberty become not a ſtumbling block, 1Cor- 8:9. 
this is the Moral Law, and this is 
Goſpel. Bur there is no Precept of 
the Goſpel that commands us to dil- 
obey our Superiors lawful com- 
mands for an uncertain danger of 
giving offence. Wherefore when we 
practiſe Conformity in obedience to 
eſtabliſh'd Laws , although perad- 
venture we ſhould offend our weak 
Brother, yet do we not thereby de- 
clare a ſuperſtitious Opinion of the 
Ceremonies we uſe. We may think 
our ſelves oblig'd to obey our Go- 
vernours 
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yernours in all lawful things, and | 


yet not think of the Splice or Croſs, 
&c. more highly than we ought * to 
think. 

2. And as it does not diſoblige the 
ſubject from Obedience, fo neither 
may it be thought to diſable the 
Magiſtrate from making laws about 
things Indifferent. For if it did, it were 
not lafe to make any laws about De- 
cency and Order, becauſe the Magji- 
ſtrate can never be ſecure, but his 
Determinations may be ſo croſs to 
the opinions of ſome of his ſubjects, 
as to, make them offend if they obey. 
Bur it hath been already evinc'd,that 
the N. C*. yield the Magiſtrate a 
power to proceed according to the 
Rules of Chriſtian Prudence in go- 
verning the Church : And the frame 
of the Direfory , and the urging of 
the (ovenant do ſufficiently aflure us, 
that the hazard of ſcandalizing a weak 
Brother, was no reſtraint to an Ordj- 

| 9 Nance 
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| nance of the Lords and Commons. . He 


, | whoin his Conſcience thoughtthere 


was no way of worthip ſo Regular 
as that. of the\Church of England : He 
who thought he ſhould fin if he 
ſhould conform to the Direftory, was 
not thereby excus'd from ſequeſtratis 
on. Yer I dare ſay, they would take 
it ill, if they ſhould be ſuſpected of 
ſuperſtition, of having an undue opi- 
nion of their manner of Divine Ser- 
vice. And I cannot yet ſee why they, 
commanding men to receive the Sa- 
crament ſittmg, when probably that 
would tempt ſome men not to re- 
ceive it at all, did not as much offend 
their Brother , and did not as much 
declare that they had a ſuperſtitious 
opinion of ſuch ſitting , as the com- 
mandsthat now require Kneeling may 
be ſo interpreted. - ; 

2. Nor does the ſecond ſcruple 
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weigh much. Our Ceremonies are . 


luppos'd to have been abus'd among 
| | | the 


142 A Diſcomſeof Superſtition, 

the Papiſts, and this is made a great | 

Argument by the N. C®. why they 
ſhould not be retain'd. To this the 
Anſwer hath been ſo often given to 
this purpoſe, that by the ſame rea- 
ſon our Churches may not be now 
-us'd, nor our Bells which have been 
Chriſten'd , nor any. thing retain'd 
that relates to Divine Worſhip, bur 
what is of abſolute neceſſity, and is 
particularly commanded ; that 1 
dwell not here any farther than, ac- 
cording to my former Method, to 
give a Teſtimony how little this ob- 
jection f1gnifies when ir is made a- 

gainſt them. 

It had been laid to T: ('s. charge, 
that he ſhould thus declaim againſt 
Sr9;7 9. the Church of England. The (ommunion 
rexded Dis Book was taken out of the Maſs-Book, 
216 ”'” that it were better to conform our ſelves in 
outward things to the Turks than to the 
Papifts. Whatſoever comes from the Pope 
which is Antichriſt, comes firſt from - 
Devil, 
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Devil, exc. In the time of this Rail- 
lery it did chance to be laid to his 
charge, that their Diſciplmarian way 
did {mell of Donatiſm and Anabaptiſm, 
and was a kind of Papiſm. Now what 
defence does he make ? If amongſt the 
filth of their Hereſies (viz. the Papiſts, 
Donariſts, and Anabaptiſts) there may 
be found any good thing (as it were a grain 
of good (orn m a great deal of Darnel) 
that we willmgly receive, not as theirs, but 
as the Jews did the Holy Ark from the 


' Philiſtins, whereof they were unjuſt Own- 
ers. leait maycome to paſs that the Syna- 


gogue of Satan may at ſome time have ſome 
one thing with more convenience than the 
Catholick. Church of Chriſt. 

Our Liturgy is deed taken from 
them , but as gold is purg'd from 
droſs. And there are divers things 
wherein we agree with them, be- 
cauſe it is nocrime to agree with 
them there, where they do not diſ- 
agree with the word of God : And 

becauſe 
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becaule it is not hatd to believe that 
running into a contrary extream, 
that an Averſation from whart is In- 

' nocent among them, does harden 
them in their Errors as much, yea a 
eat deal more, than a retaining, 
ſome Cuſtoms which may honeſtly 
be retain'd. It we do not ſymbo- 
lize with them in the ſuperſtition of 
their Rites, there is no reaſon we 
ſhould be charg'd with ſuperſtition; 
becauſe we do not run a madding 
from them as far as we are able into 
another extream. - 

\This 1s that I had to fay to the 
ſecond general Propoſition (which 
hath exceeded the proportion of the 
other, becauſe it was my chief de- 
ſign.) The Dofrines upon which the (on- 
formity of the Church of England is eſta- 

bliſhed, are not ſuperſtitious Opmions. 
Seft. 19. 3. The Opmuons that are ſuperſtitious, 
ſfuch- as are divers which obtain in the 
(bwch of Rome and elſewhere, are re- 
by”, jefted 
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jefted by the (hurch of England. There 
are many differences berween us and 
the Church of Rome, and they are not 


all reducible to this Topick of ſuper- 


ſtition. There are Doctrines among 


them of other denominations, be- 
caule they ſerve ſome ſecular Intereſt 
of profit, or pleaſure, or honour ; ſo 
is it ealy toevince, thatthe Doctrine 
of Purgatory , and Celibacy of Prieits, 
and others are Doctrines of men who 
reckon yam their Godlineſs. The Do- 
Etrine of Indulgences and Diſpenſations, 
&c. does not only deſign profit, but 


_—_—_ with other looſe Doctrines 
0 


Morality, makes a very eaſe way 
ro Heaven, and fo is ſenſual and 
pleafurable. And the Supremacy of 
the Pope and exemption of Eccleſtaſticks 
from ſecular Juriſdiftion ; is a Do- 
Arine of Mundane greatneſs and un- 
ſufferable Ambition. There may be 
a mixture of ſuperſtition in all or any 
of theſe, according as mens appre- 


L  henfions 
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146 A Dyſcourſe of Superſtition, 
henſions are concerning them. *Bur 
there are other matters, wherein [ 
give account of their ſuperſtition. 
Biſhop .Morton hath comprehended 
this in three generals , wherein he 

| does at the ſame time vindicate the 
Church of England, and condemn that 

| of Rome. 

Ne Our Church in her Service-Book does 
matic, make known to all the World, that ſhe does 
#14 deteſt the ſuperſtition of the Romiſh (ere- 
monies, by condemning their ſuperſtitions 
Opmions. Firſt, In making them neceſ- 

fary parts of Gods Worſhip. Secondly, 

hn aſcribing an efficacious ſanfity to them. 
Thirdly, By arrogating a meritorious 
conditnity from them to themſelves. I need 

not reſtrain thy diſcourle tro Ceremo- 

nies only , be it int Ceremony or be 

it in ſubſtance; If I make it appear 

that they eftcem thar a neceſlary part 

of Gods worſhip which ought not to 

be ſo efteem'd, (and fo for the other 

two) I ſhall conclude right when I 
charge them with ſuperſtition, An 
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An Enumeration of particulars 
will be the beſt evidence in this mat- 
ter. { therefore give Inſtances to 
ſhowrhartor theſe ſeveral reaſons the 
( hurch of Rome is guided by ſuperſtiti- 
ons Opinions to.ſuperſtitious praftices, by 
which it will. allo appear that the 
Church of England does renounce thoſe 
practices, at leaſt if for other reaſons 
ſome of rhem be retain'd, yet the 
Opinion which is the original of 
their practice is diſowned by us. 

1. That opmion is ſuperſtitions 
whereby men judge and eſteem any 
ulages in Religion neceſlary when 
they are not ſo, or more heceſlary 
than indeed they are. When men 
advance any thing iri the worſhip of 
God beyond its nature, judging that 
ro be holy, and to have a relation ro 
God which harh none, or to have a 
nearer relation than in truth ir harh. 


-7 
/ 


Pius IV. iri a Creed which he impos'd, Oruvriu 


furniſhes us with ſufficient Inſtances. 4.p.(mit 
L 2 When *** 
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When he had by his Diploma al- 
low'd and confirm'd all that was 
done at the Council of Trent, he pro- 
ceeded to direct in what manner Bi- 


| ſhopsſhould be made. 


Then it follows. Hanc Fidei formu- 
lam quam Epiſcopi deſignati pr ofiterentur 
nſtituit. He appointed a certam Creed 
which all that were to be made Biſhops 


ſhould make pr ofe eſſion of. In the FP 


cluſion of which Creed are theſe 
words. Hanc veram Catholicam fidem, 
extra quam nemo ſalvus eſſe poteſt ſponte 
profiteor, &c. 1 his true Catholick Faith, 
out "of which no. man can ve ſaved, I wil 
lingly profe 4 Now among the Cre- 
denda, which he reckons, and obli- 
ges others to reckon neceſlary to 
Salvation, are ſuch as theſe. Thar 
there are ſeven Sacraments of the News 


Teſtament properly ſo called, inſtituted by 


J us Chriſt. - The proputiatory Sacrifice 


the aſs, Tranſubſtantiation, Puroa- 


an : Invocation of $ aints,wor ſhipping Re- 
| lique 
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 liques and Images; and leſt enough 
ſhould not be crowded into that 
Creed, it is added. Cetera item omnia 
a facroſanfta Tridentna Synodo tradita, 
defmita & declarata mdubitanter recipio 
atq; profiteor. All chat was determin'd 
at the Council of Trent is to be receiv'd 
without ſcruple. This is the Faith 


without which (they ſay) no man 


can be ſaved. 

How theſe Opinions are rejected 
by our Church is too plain to need 
proof. It reſt to ſay, however other- 
wiſe faulty and dangerous they are, 
this makes them ſuperſtitious, that they 
are made neceſlary, whereas indeed 
they are falſe. I mean not every 
thing eſtabliſhed by that Comcil of 
Trent,bur the Articles before-named, 
and divers other like things decreed 
in that Council. 

If the Intendment of . this Eflay 
were principally againſtthe Church 
of Rome, it would the lels be an ex- 

Ly} curſion, 
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curſion, ifrhe things now mention'd 
were ſeverally conſider'd, and their 
repugnancy to Scripture ſhown, ;-bur 
being delign'd: rather for the Vindi- 
cation of the Church of England, and 
that for the ſake of thoſe who agree 
with us inrejecting theſe Doctrines, 
Lamnot willing to engage in all theſe 
Controverl:es. I think it ſufficient 
to add another inſtance under this 
Head, and ſo convict them together 
of ſuperſtition. 
Hiſtor. The Council of Trent does advance 
Trident. I{nypritten 'Traditions to an Authority 
' equal with the word of God. Whenthe 
queſtion is mov'd what are theſe 
Unwritten Traditions, their Authors 
diſtinguiſh between ſuch as are Di- 
vine, Apoſtolical,and Eccleſiaſtical. Thoſe 
which they call Divineare inthe Ac- 
Azor. In COUNT of Azorius, ſuch'as theſe. Pur- 
ral. Part.r. $.4tory, Tranſubſtantiation, Invocation of 
128. CP: Saints, wor ſhippmg Images, Communion in 

one kindenough for Laicks,&c. Whereas 
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chequeſtion may be again ask'd, how 
{hall we know that theſe are Divine 
Traditions after ſome other Rules, 
Bellarmine wholly reſts it upan the —_—— 
Teſtimony of the Remiſh Church. Ex vei non 
Teſtimonio bujus ſolius Eccleſie fumi poteſt x 
(ertum Argumentum ad probandum Apo 


ſtolicas Traditiones. From the Teſtimony 


of the alone Church of Rome may a man 
have a certain Argument to prove m_-_ 
lical Traditions. Which rule I ſuppoſc 
he intends for the aſſuring us © Di. 
vine Traditions tao : for fo he had 
before join'd them. Aſſerimus m ſcyip- 14 ibid. 
turis non contmeri eX preſſe Totam Doftri- © 
nam neceſſariam, ſive de fide ſive de mos 
ribus, &: proinde preter <verbum Det 
ſcriptum requiri etiem cverbum Det non 
ſeriptum , 1. e. Divinas &\ Apoſtolicas 
Traditiones. We aſſert that the ſcripture 
does not contain all neceſſary Dofrine, 
whether about Faith or manners, there is 
therefore moreover requir'd, Divine an# 
Apaſtolical Tradition: 

bp 4 From, 
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From thele premiles I argue to the 
ſuperſtition of the (hurch of Rome. Be- 

caule rhey practiſe in their Sacra- 

ments and elſewhere upon ſuperſtiti. us 

at 25 opinions. The Devotion of the Jews 
isthus challeng'd, Their fear toward 

me is taught by the precept of men. The 
Meſlages which God Almighty ſent 

them by.his Prophets, were not the 

Rule of their worſhip, but the Tra- 
ditions of men were inſtead of the 

word of God. And this was their tn 

debitus cultus, their ſuperſtition : This 

Text the'Septuagmt tranſlate, xz 9 

Matth. 15- 0#S0y-%44 pe, Jn Vain do they Worſhip me, 


teaching the commands of men and Dotrins. 


St. Matthew hath alter'd the lite of 
one word, and there we read in ap- 
plication tothe Phariſees. I vain do 
they worſhip me teaching for DoFtrmes 
the Commands of men. The- cale to 
which this quotation is there apply- 
ed, is their making the Fifth Com- 
mandment of none effe&t by their 

Tra- 
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Tradition. That which God had 
made neceſſary by his Command 
[ Honour thy Father and Mother | with 
that they diſpens'd. That which God 
had not made neceſlary by any ex- 
preſs Declaration of his pleaſure, thar 
was made neceſlary by their Tradi- 
tion. And this was their ſuperſti- 


tion. 


To which the caſe of the Church 


of Rome is but too parallel. They 
make the ſecond Command of none effect 
by their Tradition of worſhipping TIma- 
2es. In other things they make that 
neceſſary which the written word of 
God hath not made ſo. Some of 
which Traditions if they be not di- 
rectly contrary to the word of God, 
yet becaule they are arrogantly e- 


qualled,and commanded to be recei- 
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ved Part pietatis affetu & reverentia; . 


the practices that flow from theſe 
Do&trines cannot be excus'd from ſu- 
perſtition, as we now ule the word 
| (and 


154 A Diſconrſe of Supertition, 
(and as they, as well as we, define 
the thing) for an exceſs in Religion, 
whereby men worſhip God, after 
ſuch a manner 2s they ought not. | 

Set. 20. 2. Fhe ſecond Account of their 


ſuperſtition is, that they aſcribe an Ef- 


ficacious ſanftity to thetr Ceremonies. Here 
alſo —— will make itplain, borh 


that they are thus chargeable, and 
chae the Church of England does reje&& 
theſe Opinions. 
— TheDe Do&trine of Rome is, that the 
is to: be worſhipped with the 
dnjn.ut hg ft kind of worſhip. yo ( briſti m 
25. Art » qua Chriftus Crucifixus eft , tum propter 
+ repraſentationem, tum propter membrorum 
Chrit- contafthum Latria adoranda eft. 
(rucis Tero Effigies in alia quavis mate- 
ria priori tantum ratione Latria adoranda 
The Croſs whereon Chriſt was ( ru- 
Gif is to be wor ſhipped with Latria, both 
becauſe of its repreſentation , and becauſe 
of its touching the Body of C briſt. But the 
fg of the Croſs elſewhere, is to be wor- 


ſhipped 
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;pped + the former reaſon, (which 
(Re well — , forir 
would: be: a wonder indeed, if the 
| fign of the Croſs made ar Rome, 
ſhould: deſerve worſhip. propter Con» 
: taftum,) This we contend is ſuperſti= 
tious, becaule the Opinions they have 
of the Croſs are ſuch. For they af- 
cribe ſuch Effe&ts tothe Croſs, which 
neither the word of God aſcribes to 
' it, nor any mans reaſon without the 
help of feigned Miracles, or Fradi- 
tions (before accounted for) would 
expect from it. Take it in Bellar- 
min's words. 1* Tres ſunt EffefhusCrucis nm 
mirabiles. Terret & fugat Damones : to. 
| 2* pellit morbos &* annua mala : 3 San cap. — 
fificat ea quibus imprimitur9. There 
are Three wonderful effefts. of the C = 
Firſt, It frights and ſcares away the 
vil. Secondly, It drives away Diſeaſes 
and all Evils. Thirdly, It ſanftiftes- thoſe 
things upon: which it is made. The firſt 
of thele effects he aſcribes to ir for 
48 4 "> m_ 
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Three Caules. Ex apprehenſione D#- 
mos, ex Devotume hommis, ex Inflituto 
Dez. + Frora the apprehenſion of the Devil, 
from the Devotion of man, from the 
Inſt ration of God. So that they ſup- 
pole che -appointment of God hath 
empowrdthe Croſ# to ſcarethe Devil. 
The power of .ſanctifying that upon 
which the {1gn-of the Crols is made, 
he makes patallel with the power 
which he ſuppoſes in Reliques. San- 
Chificantur aliquo modo ut qui tangunt Reti- 
quias,, which he hath the-confidence 
to aſſert upon' the Authority of the 
Fathers. 

Our 30" Canon (as hath been ſaid) 
rejects theſe ſuperſtitions and errors. 


Which ſuperſtition we therefore lay to 


their charge, becaule they aſcribe an 
effe& to a certain Cauſe, without a 
ſufficient warrant. That the ſignof 
the Croſs hath notnaturally in it ſelf 
any power of ſanCtifying or curing, 
Bellarmine can't but acknowledge: 

Stonum 
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Stonum Crucis operatur mirabilia non” ex 1. ibid- 
irtute ſua naturali quam habet ut fjgura 
quadam,' ſed ut fignum divinitus Inſtitu- 
tum. T he ſign of the Croſs works workers, 
not 4s a certain figure, by any natural 
virtue , but as a ſign appointed of God. 
Here is then ſuperſtition, ro elteema the 
ſign of the Croſs more holy thats in- 
deed itis, to believe it to hg fuch 
a relation: to God, which it. can't be 
prov'd to have, to aſcribe to it a'vir- 
rue which no ſyllable i in the H--Scri- 
pture declares tons. \ And who.hath 
known the mind of God any farther 
than he hath been Pleas: d to reveal ic it 
ro us?” - 

Eſtius rakes a lizle attempt to FS Eflius in 
| liver ſuch like Ceremonies as-this-ts —_ 
from ſuperſtition. $4 debito decentiqsymo- —— 
do exfhebtetur efftFtus,: -liqus a Deo; eti2 
amſ1 naturali rowtwte -haberi nan poteſt; 
nulla eft ſuperſtitis. If the effeth beiexs 
petted i a due and decent manner, though 
t5e ee cannot . by + any. natural caty. tht 

produce 


—  —— 
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produce-it, i 1s no- ſuperſtition. So, he 
lyys.,. the Check does conlecrate 
Salt \and Foly-Water, &c. becauſe 


Matth. 10. Chrift #ve hu Apoſtles powey over wnclean | 


Luke 10, 


Spirits, and power to tread on Serpents 
anal Soorpions, 8c. which power he 
fuppetes till to reſide in the Church. 
As Eliſha cur'd the waters with ſalt, as 
Chrift cur'd blind Eyes with clay and 


fpittle, in like manner, poteſtas exorci- 


zands Damones a Chriſto Apoſtolis tradita 
ſq; tin bidiernum diem m Eccleſia perman- 


fits "The power of caſting out Devils com- 


mitted-by Chyift to his Apoſtles remains in 
the(Church t6 this day. It we will take 
Forgeries and cheirs for real miracles, 
the rhing isproved. But if we ſhould 
be alile forupulous, afid require ber- 
ter-provf of matcer of fat, and till 
thar be-given, ſhould doubt whether 
the Apoſtles 6 = mp working Mi- 
racks be tranſmitted to this age, we 
are then #t a gteat loſs ro ſolve the 
Patmnmn, and to clear the uſe - 

\\ the 
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the Croſs and holy water, &c. from jus 
perſtition. Whereas it is conddlled, 
the natural virtue of theſe Ceremo- 

"| nies can't produce ſuch effects, it is 
' | alſo asplain, fo faras the Word of 
God is our guide, that we have no 
ſufficient warrant toexpett theſe pre- 
ternatural and extraordinary Events, 
- becaule there is no divine promiſe 
annex'd to the uſe of theſe things. 
Olthe ſame natureis that DoQtrine 
; that the Sacraments confer Grace, Ex 
: opere Operato. The Council of Trent or: 
anathemarizes them who ſay , per Trid. ©: 
| Sacramenta non conferri gratiam coirtute © 
'  miniſtrationis eorum, ſive ex opere operato. 
| Tis the Sacraments do not confer grace 
by virtue of the very adminiſtratwn of 
them, or by the deed done. So Bellarmme 
ins his ſecond Book, De effi, 
| — with this enquiry. .#: 
| ſacramenta nove legis fint *vera Canſie 
| juſtificationis ex opere operato. Wierhbr 
, the Sacraments of the Goſpel be True I 
es 
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ſes of Juſtification by virtue of the deed 
done. . Thar they are ſo, and that 
they are thereby diſtinguiſhed from 

the Sacraments of the old Law, he 
offers to prove in the procels of that 
Book.. In which. though it be true, | 

that he ſpeaks of Faith and Repen- 
ranceas diſpoſitions in the ſubject, to 
mollify the Opinion, yet there is no 
doubt bur their Opinion is, that the 
Sacraments confer grace , however 
indiſpos'd the ſubje& be. Which ap- 
pears by the abfolutions that are gi- 

ven, upon Confeſſion, even ' there, 
where no Contrition ſhows- it (elf. 
According to the eſut's Doctrine, 
Myſt. Je- they ought not to.be deny'd: or delay/d abſo- 


ter 10. p- lution, who continue in habitual fms;agamſt 


T: Bauny. the-laws of God, and. nature, "and the 


Ibid: Church, though they diſcover nut the, leaſt 
hope-of amendment. And Valentiade- 
termins that Contrition is not. requiſite at 
all-in order. to obtain the principat effe+ of 
the Sacrament , nay on the contrary it is 

rather 
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rather obſtruftive. Yea Bellarmme him- Bellerm. 
ſelf elſewhere diſtinguiſhes berween Sntorum 
opus operatum, and opus operantis. When 33 
men pray for help againſt Dileaſes, 

the effect does not infallibly follow, 

for this reaſon, quia tunc effeftus non 
producitur ex opere operato, more Sacraz 
mentorum, ſed ex opere operantis. Be- 

caule it is not produc'd by the deed done, 

as in the Sacraments, but ſuppoſes the diſ- 

poſition of the doer. Whar they thus at- 
tribute to the Sacraments, Azorius ex- 

tends to facramentals (though he con- oy 
ſeſſles ſome Romaniſts are againſt var. :.ti. 
him) he affirms thar the very ſprink- # 
ling with Holy-Water without conſ1- 


| deration of the a&t of Repentance, 


does away venial fins. 

How much our ( hurch aſcribes to 
Sacraments, is plain. T hey are ſure 41% 25: 
witneſſes and effefual ſions of Gods Grace 
and good. will towards us, by which be 
does work inviſibly n us. But in the ſame 
Article it is declar'd againſt the Opus 

M Opera- 
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Operatum, for in ſuch only as worthily re- 
ceive the ſame, they have a wholeſome effett 
or oper ation. 

The dangerous Conſequences of 
this their Doctrine, elipecially as 
their late Caſuiſts have improv it, 
I now exaggerate not. All that 1 
would conclude hence is, that their 
worſhip of God in the Sacraments, 
becaule it is built upon this opinion, 
is ſuperſtitious. God alone is the foun- 
tain of Grace, he conveys it into the 
hearts of men as he pleaſes : But no 
man hath reaſon to expect it by an 
other means than what God hath 
promiſed to bleſs. The Sacraments 
are of excellent uſe : But there is no 
promiſe extant that the bare receive- 
ing the Euchariſt, whatever the diſpo- 
ſition or indilpoſition of the Recei- 
yer be , ſhall produce this effe&t 
(and it is conferring grace m Adultis, 
that is now to be confider'd.) Nay, 
we are aflur'd that he who eats and 

drinks 
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drinks unworthily, eats and drmks dams 
nation to himſelf. Wherefore he who 
promiſes to himſelf, that which God 
hath mot promis'd , he who expects 
grace upon thele terms, who re- 
ceives the Sacrament upon an Opi- 
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nion, that the deed done (however - 


it be done) will bring him into a 
ſtate of grace, is ſuperſtitious in (o 
thinking and ſo doing. 

The Doctrine of Merit is another 
ſuperſtitions Opmion. If Bellarmie un- 
derltood it, this it is. Opera bona Jus 
ſtorum meritoria ſunt -oit# eterne ex cons 
digno, non ſolum ratione patti C5 accepta- 
tionis, ſed etiam ratione operis. T be 
works of juſt men do merit life eternal of 
condignity, not only becauſe of the Cove- 
nant of grace, but alſo from the nature of 
the works themſelves. Moreover be- 
”_ the bare merit of good works, 

e affirms, that as a man; may me- 
rit a reward to himlelf, ſo he may 
make ſatisfaction for the releaſe and 


M 2 diſ- 


Seft. 21, 
Bellarm. 
de Juſtifi- 
cat. lib. 9+ 
Cap. I7. 
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diſcharge of another. And this is the 
foundation of their do&trine of Indul- 

ences. Extat Theſaurus aliquis m Eccle- 
fia qui ſit Indulgentiarum Fundamentum. 
For the making good of which he 
thus argues and proceeds. 
Bellarm. (Prima Propoſitio. In bonts attionibus 
gene id hominum Ham duplex valor five pre- 
_—— aſſignari poteſt, meriti, viz. & ſas 
tisfattionss. 

Secunda Propoſ. Opus bonum qua parte 
meritorium eſt, non poteſt alit applicari, 
poteſt tamen qua ſatisfaFtorium. 

Tertia Propoſ. Extat mEccleſia T he- 
ſaurus ſatisfattionum ex Chriſti paſſioni- 
bus infitus, qui nunquam exhauriri po- 
terit. 

Quarta Propoſ. Ad bunc Theſaurum 
ſuperfluentuum ſatisfaftiomm pertinent 
etiam paſſumes B. Maria Virginis, & 
onnium aliorum ſanftorum qui plus paſſi 
ſunt quam eorum peccata requirerent. 

. That is in ſhort. Together with the 


infinite -oalue of the ſatsfaFtory ſufferings 
of 


— 
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of our Saviour, The ſufferings of the B. 
Virgm and all other Saints , who 
' have ſuffer d more than their ſins requir'd, 
areto be join d , by Which as they have 
merited to themſelves, ſo have they ſatiſ- 
fied for others. 

How much this difhonours the 
Undertakings of our B. Saviour, and 
| for what other reaſons we explode 
the Do&trine of Merit, and the ap- 
_ pendage of ſatisfaftion, and Indulgen- 
ces, I have not now to ſay. The 
ſuperſtition of theſe Opinions is now 
to be confider'd-: | 

Bellarmin's Controverſies would 
not have deſery'd the Character gi- 
ven them by Albertus Hungervs, in his 
approbation prefix'd ro the Fiſt 
Tome, viz. Integerrimum, pulcherrimum 
abſolutiſſmmumgq; Controverſiarum onnium 
corpus, A molt Entire and Compleat bo- 
dy of Controverſies ; if he had balk'r 
any of the Do&trines currant at 


Rome. So he muſt write: when he 
M 3 pleads 
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pleads for a party ; bur I think it no 
very difficult rask, to find ſome ac- 
knowledgments, even in thoſe ſame 
Books of Controverſies, which 
would greatly weaken moſt of the 


things in difference between us, 


pcllm. Which he would eſtabliſh. In this 

car; lib. 5. of .M/erit, who hath not heard of 

©P-7- thatfamousreſolution of his: Propter 
mcertitudmem proprie Juſtitie &* pericus 
lum ants glorie, Tutiſſmum eſt fiduciam 
totam in ſola Dei miſericordia &* benigni- 
tate reponere. Becaule of the Uncertain- 
ty of our own righteouſneſs, and the danger 
of yo glory _ nd ſafe to —_ 
whole confidence only in the mercy and good- 
neſs of God. 


—- Sific 
Omnia dixiſſet — 


How well does this agree with 
what we ſay in our Office of the H. 
Communion ! We do not preſume to come 

to 
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to this thy Table, O Merciful Lord, truſt- 
ing in our own righteouſneſs, but in thy ma- 
nifold and great Mercies, 8&c. And 
with our 12 Article. Good works which 
are the fruits of Faith, and follow after 
Juſtification, cannot put away our ſms,and 
endure the ſeverity of Gods Judgment. We 
will join againſt che Antmomians, and 
with great zeal aflert the neceſſity of 
good works,if the merit of them may 
be excluded, but that we can't bur 
charge with ſuperſtition. 

He who gives Alms, &c. does a 
good work acceptable to God by 
Teſus Chriſt; bur he who opines, he 
thereby merits the favour of God 
(any otherwiſe than becauſe God 
has promis'd to accept ſuch ſervices) 
He who apprehends ſuch a worthi- 
neſs in what he does, as that for 
irs own fake he may expect to re- 
ceive ſome reward, becaule there is 
ſome proportion and equality in it, 
ad premium vita #terne, as Bellarmine 

M 4 ſpeaks; 
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ſpeaks: He who deſigns to oblige 
Almighty God by his good works ; 
hath a proud conceit of himſelf, who 
when he hath done all he can, is but 
an Unprofitable ſervant ; and he has a 
falſe and undue Opinion of God, to 
think a man may be: profitable to 
God, as men may be one.to another. 
Therefore are theſe ſervices ſuperſti- 
tious, becaule they are perform'd up- 
on falſe and undue Opinions, and he 
who thus worſhips God, does that 
which is not requir'd at his hands. 

If theſe things wanted evidence, I 
might add their works of ſupereroga- 
tion, their Auſterities and penances, 10 
far as they apprehend a Merit i Opere 
Operato. Allo other things might 
have a place in this Argument, and 
might range by themlelyes, if they 
be not reducible to any of Biſhop 
Martens general heads. . Such as are, 
T heir publick Prayers im the Church, in a 
Tongue not underſtood of the people: Their 


requiring 
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requiring and uſing ſuch a vaſt num- 


ber of Ceremonies, which by their 
great excels and multitude become 


a burden intolerable (as the Preface 


ro our Liturgy acknowledges) Theſe 
and ſuch like things can't be excus'd 
from ſuperſtition. | 

Together with theſe I might add 
a number of obſervations which are 
neither proper to Popery, nor indeed 
to the Chriſtian Religion, bur are (cat- 
ter'd all over the World. Such as St. 
Auſtin means when he complains of 
Millia maniſſmarum obſeryationum, '&c. 
and ſuch as Aquinas comprehends, 
when he makes diverskinds of fuper- 
ſtition, Divinationes & varia obſervati- 
onum genera.Of which Cuſtoms Maho- 
metaniſm and Gentiliſm are very full. 
But having given account of theſe 
before, I pals them with this general 
acknowledgment. 

Whatever we do upon a Religj- 
ous account, where Religion, pro- 


perly 
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perly ſo called, ought not to be con- 
cern'd ; When any undue Opinion 
of God excites usto any action, when 
we exerciſe our lelves in that, which 
may be delervedly called, Indebitus 
Dei Cultus, when we think God is 
pleas'd with ſuch a manner of per- 
formance , which does not pleaſe 
him ;. -as it-does well agree with the 
Import of Acnhupgrie (an over-timor- 
ous and ſervile apprehenſion of the Deity) 
lo may it properly be called fuperſti- 
£10n. 

Bur in.as much as't is very evi- 
dent, that the Juperſtitions Opinions 
of the-Church of Rome are rejected 
by the Church of England, in as much 


as it cant be proy'd, that any of our 


ſervice -is enjoin'd upon any -other 


Opinion equally - ſuperſtitions ; we 


conclude, there - is-wrong done us, 
when — is laid to our charge. 
Yea, if peradventure ſome of our 
Church ſhould have private Opini- 


Ons 
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ons of their own, that might render 
their particular practices fuperſttious, 
yet this is enough to deliver our fer- 
vice from the Imputation, and in 
this we perhiſt as our juſt Vindica- 
tion. * | 

There is no Canon nor Rubrick, 
no Article nor byan&ion that obliges 
any within our Communion to any 
ſuperſtitions Opmios. 


4+ Propoſition. 
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Sect. 22, 


T here are ſuperſtitious Omiſſions of 


which men may be guilty ; and that then, 
when they ſeem to have a great zeal a- 
gainſt ſuperſtition. It was laid to the 
N. C*. charge in Kmg James his time, 
that they were guilty of negative ſu 
perſtition. A phraſe cavil'd at by 
thole who reply upon Biſhop .Hor- 
ton , but D* Burges has ſufficiently 
vindicated it, and commends chem 
ro their friend Ames, who compre- 
hends it in his definition of ſuperſtition. 
For when he had defin'd it to be an 


excels 


Burges An- 
ſwer Re- 

join'd Pre- 
fact, þ» 64- 
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Medul. excels of Religion; He- adds, cujuſ- 
"Yar" | ' 
li. 2. Cap. 900di £xceſſus non tantum eſt in exercitis 

"+ poſitivis, ſed etiam-in Abſtinentia 4 qua- 
rundam. rerum uſu, ut dcibis. This exceſs 

of Rebgion is not only in what we poſitively 

do, but may be alſo, m what we abſtain 

om, 4s Meats. - | 

True it is, that ition 15 an ECXx- 
cels,--as it ee hr, yet the 
defe&t in the practice may be ſuper- 
ſtitious, becaule it may proceed from 
excels.in the Opinion. For if a ſuper- 
ſtitious: Qpinion:; 'be the reafon why 
men abſtain from the uſe of a Cere- 
mony,, that abſtinence is as properly 
ſuperſtitious, as the ule of it upon a ſu- 
perſtitionus Opinion can be. My Lord 


Bacon *- Bacon (ays well and wilely. There is 
iti. a ſuperſtition in avoiding ſuperſtition, when 
men think to do beſt, if they 20 fartheſt 

from the - ſuperſtition formerly received. 
There 4s a ſuperſtitious fearfulnefs in 

ſome men, of which St. Auſtin com- 
ale plains thus. Senſi ſpe dolens &* gemens, 
118. -nult as 
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mult as infirmorum perturbationes fieri, per 
quorundam  fratrum contentioſam ob$tina- 
. | tionem &+ ſuperititioſam timiditatem, qui 
in rebus bujuſmodi, que neq; acre ſcrip- 
ture Authoritate neq; Univerſalis Ecclefix 
tradition? neq; vite corrigende utilitate ad 
certum poſſunt terminum pervenire, tan- 
tum quia ſubeſt qualiſcung; ratiocmatio, cos 
gitantis aut quia in ſua patria ſic ipſe con» 
ſuevit, aut quia ib1 -vidit, ubi peregrinas 
tionem ſuam quo remotiorem a ſuis ed dofti- 

, orem faftam putant, tam litigioſas exci- 

" | fant queſtiones, ut niſi quod iþſt factunt 
nibil reftum exiſtimant. Words which 
by a little alteration and paraphraſe 
are but too accommodate to the caſe 

" | of our preſent Diſlenters. 

«To the grief of my Soul I have 

| &« often obſery'd,how weak and ſcru- - 
| © pulous minds have beenmilſerably | 
| « perplex'd in matters of Religion, 

| « by the contentious obſtinacy and 

| © ſuperſtitious fearfulneſs of lome who 

' | © ſeemto be yery Godly men. Dit- 


« ferences 
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« ferences ariſe in matters Indifferent 
<« 2ndalterable in their own nature; ; 
« ſuch as the H. Scripture hath not 
<« any where particularly determin'd; 
« nor hath any tradition of the Uni- 
« yerſlal Church fix'd them in one 
« certain courſe; nor can it be ſaid, 
© that for the bettering the lives of 
© men, it muſt be thus, and may - 
© notbeſo: yet there are Jealouſies 
« and {cruples in their minds, it may 
« be they remember it otherwiſe in 
<« their times, and where they have 
© lived. It may be they have been 
« as far as Scotland, Amſterdam, or Ge- 
<« neva, and have a greater opinion 
« of what is done abroad : For one 
« reaſon or other they are litigious 
« and troubleſome, and think no- 


" thing well done, but what they do 


<« themſelves. 

From this ſcrupuloſity are men 
apt to call any thing into queſtion, 
and for fear left they ſhould err on 


One 
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one hand, and run into ſuperſtition 
and Popery ; they run as far onthe 
other ; and their Omiſſions are as ſu- 
per#titious, as they fear'd their practice 
would have been. 

Such was the cale of the Jews, » Machabs 
when they were aflauked by their 
Enemies on the Sabbath day; rather 
than violate the Sabbath by defending 
themſelves, they tamely ſufferd 
themſelves to be deſtroyed. The 
law of ſelf-preſervation could not 
perſwade them to any refiftance,and 
if Mattathias had not been wiſer than 
the reft, they might all have pe- 
riſhed. 

Such alſo was the ſuperſtition of the Knol-nk, 
Souldiers in Sfetigrade, when Amurath 7 
belieg'd it (An. 1449.) A Traytor 
inthe City had caſt a dead dog, into 
the only Well which ſupplyed the 
City with Water : which when it 
was efpied in the Morning by the 
Souldiers, no Importunity could per- 

ſwade 
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{wade them to drink -of that Water 
which they reputed Unclean by a dogs 
Carcaſs; ſo was the Governour com- 
pell'dto ſurrender the City. 

And ſuch ſurely was the conceit 
of that zealous man ſome while ſince 
among our ſelves, who cut out of his 
Bible, the Contents of the Chapters, and 
{o would cut out the word of God it 
ſelf, that was on the other fide of the 
page, rather than ſuffer any Humane 
mixture with the pure word of God. 

Whether the caſe of our N. C®. be 
not ſomewhat parallel, is now to be 
conlider'd. They ſuſpe&t ſuperſtition 
in the uſe of the Surplice and (roſs, 
&c. and therefore Religiouſly ab- 
ſtain from them ; but what 1f this 
Abſtinence alſo ſhould be ſuperſtiti- 
ors ? If the Rites and Ceremonies of 
our Church be as they imagine, it 
muſt be, either becauſe we judge 
that lawful which is Unlawful, or that 
neceſſary which is but Hdifferent, or 

becauſe 
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becauſe theſe Ceremonies though 
granted in their own nature- Indiffe- 
rent, yet by reaſon of ſome Accident 
that atrends them, may not be im- 
pos'd, and may not be ſubmitred to 
it imposd. All which things have 
already had their Conſideration, after 
all which I have not doubted to con- 
clude , that our Rites may be us'd 

without ſuperſtition. = 
Burt now I move a doubt on the 
other ſide, to which if they cannot 
give a better Anſwer than I am a- 
ware of, they can't excule themſelves 
from ſuperſtition. For what other rea- 
ſons Conformity. may be refus'd I 
now enquire not. If any refuſe it, be- 
caule they cannot wear a Surplice, or 
ule the Croſs, and if any private per- 
{ons negle&t the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, becauſe they cannor 
kneel as is commanded ; . I dehire to 
know for what reaſons they are not 
free to join with us in theſe Uſages. 
N Either 
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Either they think them lawful or 
Unlawful : If lawful, ſuch as may 
be ſubmicted to,and yet for ſome po- 
litick reſpects they will not ſubmit ; 
this Abſtinence of theirs may be 
free from ſuperſtition, bur ſome other 
way it will be as Unaccountable : 
For he who without violating his 
Conlcience can conform but will not, 
Jet him (if he can) excuſe his diſobe- | 
dience to the Powers which God 
hath fer over him, let him (if he can) 
deliver himſelt from the Character 
of a contentious man. 

If without fraud or guile, there be 
a man who does not act becaule he 
dare not, who is perlwaded in his | 
Conſcience, he ſhould fin againſt 
God, and do that which is Unlaw- 
ful, if he ſhould wear a Surplice, &c. 
This is the man whom I charge 
with ſuperſtition , becauſe he judges 
that Unlawful, which is Indifferent, be- 


cauſe he proceeds upon a miſtake a 
the 
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the nature of things, becauſe a falſe 
opinion betrays him to this abſti- 
nence. He declares hereby that he 
hath a wrong Notion and apprehen- 
fion of God, when ke thinks him 
diſpleas'd by fuch an Action, againſt 
which the Scripture hath not de- 
clard his diſpleaſure. As men may 
teach for Doctrines the poſitive 
| Commands of men , ſo may they 
allo teach for DoCctrines the prohibi- 
tions of men; and this is adding to 
the word of God. And in this does Ames 
| condition take place. - Ii illa Ab- Medul. 
ſtmentia Honor aliquis ſmgularis Deo in- prius- 
tenditur. They conceit they Honour 
| Godby abſtaining from that which 
is no where forbidden. It is no 
where ſaid , neither in exprels 
words, nor in any equivalent 
phraſe, Thar it is the will of God, 
no man ſhould wear a white Gar- 
ment when he Miniſters in Divine 
Offices; that no man ſhould kneel 
| N 2 when 
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when herecetves the Sacrament, Cc. 
Wherefore what God hath cleanſed, 
why ſhould we call Common? 
Where is the man that hath Autho- 
rity to pronounce that Unclean, 
which God hath not ſo pronounc'd ? 
The neceſlary ule of theſe things 
when they are commanded,does not 
take away the Indifferency of their na- 
ture, and this delivers us from ſuper- 


ſtition + But to abſtain from them as 


Unlawful in their nature, does direct- 
ly contradict the opinion of their In- 


. differency, and leaves the men who 


ſo abſtain, under the guilt and bond 
of ſuperſtition. 

So may men find that at a Con- 
venticle, which they are afraid to 
meet at Church. Superſtition lodges 
in the minds of men, and they who 
are inclin'd to it, may diſcover it 
when they {it ſtill, as well as when 
they move. Touch not, taſt not, handle 
not, are not greater Indications of a 


ſupers 
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ſuperſtitious abſtinence , than are wear 
not, kneel not, Groſs not ; when the 
Dottrine of rhele Ceremonies is 
known to be Innocent and allowa- 
ble. Wheretore they who are in- 
deed afraid of ſuperſtition, who are 
afraid of mixing their own Inventi- 
ons with the worſhip of God, and 
doing that which is not requir'd at 
their hands, are concern'd rightly to 
inform themſelves, in what they are 
commanded to do: And whenthey 
find that the H. Scripture hath no 
where forbid the uſe of the Surplice 
upon thoſe Terms upon which it is 
enjoin'd, (only the liberty which 
they themſelves had power to deter- 
mine, is by the Magiſtrate deter- 
min'd for them, not lightly or wan- 
ronly, but for grave and weighty rea- 
ſons) Let them not fear they. ſhall 
tranſgreſs where there is no law. Let 
them not fear ſuperſtition in thole pra- 
ftices to which they are induc'd by 
N 3 Opi- 
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Opinions not ſuperſtitious. But on the 
= ſide eſo Jo be , left they 
make the way to Heaven ſtraiterthan 
our Saviour hath made it. Leſt they 
{cruple and condemn that which 
does notappear unlawful. Leſt they 
ſplit upon Scylla while they ſhun 
Charybdis. Leſt they run into ſuperſti- 
tion while they delired to avoid it, 
and leſt an Innocent Ceremony ſcare 
them to an Unjuſtifyable Separa- 
riONn. 


| 


FINIS. 


